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ECONOMIC REPORT: THE BALTICS 


This article attempts trace the industrial development 
Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia from the first Soviet occupa- 
tion June, 1940 the present. The analysis shows that 
Soviet destruction national life these countries has 
gone further than the other captive nations and that, 
from economic point view, forced integration into 
the USSR has spelled the wholesale exploitation this 
region suit and further the long-range goals. 


progress report the combined Free Europe Press- 
Radio Free Europe operation, describing the three stages 
this campaign formulate and implement real oppo- 
sition program Czechoslovakia. 


EDUCATION HUNGARY UNDER THE NEW COURSE....... 


The New Course has wrought changes almost every 
sphere Satellite life, including education. This article 
describes the Hungarian present attempts re- 
vise the over-ambitious schemes past years. The review 
gives the own version past failures, cites the 
new regulations and analyzes the present crisis the edu- 
cational field. 


Four scripts broadcast the Voice Free Czechoslovakia 
during Operation Veto's National Self- 


stirring escape story told Hungarian engineer who 
recently fled with his wife from his native country. The 
story saga courage and hope, initiative and 
persistence. 


This Month Review...... Current Developments .... 
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standing the strengths and the Communist system, and 
hence the ability the free nations combat this system. 
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The Month 


Review 


the significant trends the pattern 

recent events behind the Iron Curtain the 
Communist attempt effect partial decentralization 
control. The aim this effort, apparent Hun- 
gary, Poland, Czechoslovakia and Romania, seems 
threefold: give the people the impression 
that the New Course really means greater possi- 
bilities “local rule” and less tyranny; secondly, engage the people’s active support 


fulfillment the New Course economic program; and thirdly, actually take into account 
local conditions. 


Block 


announcing the New Course year ago more, the Satellite leaders emphasized 
the future benefits would bring and promised the people lower prices, unrationed food 
and higher wages. This year the Communists have made fewer promises and have been 
more concerned with concrete measures bolster their economy, chiefly specific pro- 
duction incentives, increased discipline and mass participation “improving the national 


welfare,” with emphasis the fact that higher living standard will necessitate much 
harder work. 


Plans for the formation new Hungarian mass organization—the Patriotic People’s 
Front—was one indication the trend towards loosening centralized control and involv- 
ing the masses regime plans. The Front will supervise the November election the local 
People’s Councils and also will share the responsibility carrying out the new economic 
program. While apparently giving the masses more say the government through the 
Patriotic Front, the Hungarian Party leadership also called upon Communists exercise 
“stricter discipline” and display “firmer unity action and will,” revealing that 
still trying consolidate its control increasing the militancy and effectiveness its hard 
core Party membership. 


This attempt loosen control and the same time maintain also was evident 
new laws regulating the People’s These laws indicate that more autonomy and 
authority would given the councils, which are the local branches the regime. Ex- 
ecutive Committees the councils will now exercise greater discretion financial matters 
and will permitted coordinate the work administrative agencies under their juris- 
diction. Further, councils will have the right make proposals concerning the work 
other administrative agencies and economic organs not within their sphere management. 
These new powers belong more the Executive Committees than the body the coun- 
cils, and the Executive Committees are now come under closer regime control. This 
characteristic example the attempt give with the right hand—more local autonomy 
the councils—and take back with the left hand—giving the Executive Committees domi- 
nance over the councils and keeping them under close central supervision. 


Another decentralization trend was contained the draft the New Romanian agricul- 
tural directives. They state that help eliminate the lag agricultural development, local 


t 


councils will given more authority than hitherto and now will permitted set dates 
for farm work—eowing, plowing, harvesting, function heretofore performed the 
Ministry Agriculture. Individual farmers longer will told which crops plant. 
They will given delivery quotas and then allowed plant those crops which can sold 
most profitably above-quota quantities. 


similar trend was apparent the Czechoslovak agricultural plan for 1955 which, 
addition production and delivery figures, contained several organizational changes 
the farm sector. According these changes, farmers with very small plots will longer 


‘be given instructions what and how much plant, nor will larger private farms told 


what vegetables plant (with some few exceptions) nor what other crops sow, with the 
exception industrial crops important the regime. 


both Romania and Czechoslovakia, New Course production incentives for farmers 
were emphasized. Romania, the regime stressed the possible gains farmers through prod- 
uce sales excess compulsory delivery quotas. Czechoslovakia, the regime attempted 
alleviate the critical meat shortage increasing State purchases above delivery quotas 
higher prices. Both regimes continued pay particular attention expanding the culti- 
vated land area. recent years, Czechoslovakia has suffered ten percent shrinkage 
arable land area chiefly through neglect and result the shift farm labor the 
cities fulfill Communist industrialization schemes. Several the other Satellites have 
had serious arable land shortages well. Expanding the cultivated land area Czechoslo- 
vakia now will encouraged provision that land gained bringing barren meadow 
and grass under cultivation will exempt from grain and potato deliveries for the 
next three years. 


The Communists made abundantly clear that "strengthening collectives" remained 
Party policy. Czechoslovakia, lower delivery quotas were intended encourage kolk- 
hozes sell more produce the higher, above-quota prices. both Hungary and Czecho- 
slovakia, there were reports small scattered “returns” the collectives, and the Com- 
munists made propaganda capital these. 


The regimes paid continued and special attention other economic weakspots. 
Czechoslovakia, Communist-sponsored railway conference was held Prague discuss 
critical transportation shortcomings. The poor condition locomotives, the slowness 
freight handling, inferior service, improper repair and sloppiness were excoriated. Regime 
leaders blamed these deficiencies poor work discipline, and Party Central Committee 
Secretary Vaclav Pasek criticized the political cells the railroad units for being too 
lenient with the workers. President Zapotocky declared that Soviet military-type disci- 
pline must instituted among railway workers, speeches indicate that regime 
efforts alleviate railroad conditions will spent chiefly exhortation rather than 
more men and materials. 


Poland, regime attention was focussed mining cut down the high labor turn- 
over authorizing increase wages, and modifying the payment system 
increase rewards for fulfillment and overfulfillment production. Polish New Course 
resolution also called for increased handicraft and repair facilities, with more shops, better 
service, better distribution and increased personnel. addition, tax relief and credits 
were provided for labor cooperatives. During the drive for nationalizing crafts and indus- 
tries Poland, the number handicraft establishments was sharply reduced; this new 
measure significant attempt expand these services satisfy consumer needs and palliate 
popular discontent. 


T 


The Baltics 


This the first two articles the Baltic 
countries. Because the Baltics have been incorpo- 
rated into the Soviet Union this article breaks 
through series Iron Curtains bring new 


facts these first victims Communist aggres- 
sion. 


June 15, 1940, Red Army troops marched into 
Lithuania. Two days later they occupied both Estonia 
and Latvia. The occupation was not recognized 
any Western government the time, with the exception 
Sweden, nor the United States. This occupation was 
abruptly ended just over year later when Nazi troops in- 
vaded the Baltic states the end June 1941. February 
1944, less than three years .after their earlier retreat, ad- 
vancing Red Armies reached Estonia. July, Soviet troops 
reentered Lithuania and October, they were once again 
Latvia. was not until May 1945, however, with the 
occupation the final portion Latvia, that the Soviet 
Armies consolidated their hold the Baltic countries. 
Estonia and Lithuania had already been secured for the 
Soviets October 1944 and January 1945 respectively. 


Planning 


During their initial occupation the Baltics, the Sovi- 
ets hardly had opportunity establish themselves be- 
fore they were dislodged the Nazis. Despite their brief 
stay, their occupation was characterized nationalization 
industry and land redistribution involving all land 
holdings exceeding hectares. Coordinated planning was 
introduced the Soviets the form one year plan 
1941, but the plan was stymied the Nazi advance 
the summer that year. This one year plan (which fell 
into hands during the war), though never fully imple- 
mented, gives some insight into the subsequent plans the 
Soviet Union for the Baltic countries. However, the 1941 
plan was formulated with short-term objectives: was 
designed extract much possible from the Baltics 
without totally disrupting their economy, and was di- 
rected encouraging those strategic industries which were 
capable expansion with minimum investment and 
which would have use industrial war potential. 


Economic Report: 
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Caption: With ball and chain tied one’s feet, the balloon 
rise very high. Balloon sign reads: Plan 125 percent fulfilled; 
sign sack reads: unsold goods; sign crate reads: junk. 


Rahva Haal (Tallinn), August 28, 1953. 


Structurally, Baltic economy was not drastically affected 
the Nazi occupation. The Nazis followed the Soviet 
pattern encouraging those aspects agriculture and in- 
dustry which would bolster their industrial base and supply 
their fighting forces. Some strategic industries, such 
Estonian oil-shale, were somewhat expanded but industry 
remained nationalized, had been under the Commu- 
nists. Some nationalized farm holdings were returned 
their original owners during 1943 and 1944, after the first 
German defeats the eastern front, while other holdings 
were left private hands while the owners remained co- 
operative and fulfilled their State deliveries. 

The physical structure the Baltic countries was most 
severely damaged the German retreat. Some damage 
had also accompanied the 1941 Soviet retreat, but the haste 
their departure left little opportunity for damage. 
addition shipping considerable portion the area’s 
population Germany, the Nazis destroyed plundered 
industrial facilities and livestock, wrecked railway and road 
transport, and blew the principal ports. 


The Fourth Five Year Plan 


the immediate postwar era (1944-1945), the Soviets 
were principally concerned repairing the damage in- 
flicted the Wermacht. Not until 1946 did the Commu- 
nists introduce their first postwar plan, the Fourth (USSR) 
Five Year Plan, scheduled run from 1946 1950. 
Though this plan was primarily designed reconstruc- 
tion program, included some long-range development 
goals. Significant comparisons may made between these 
1950 Five Year Plan goals and the 1941 Plan goals and 
prewar 1939 statistics (see industry section, 8,9). 
general, the Plan was designed make the area self- 
sufficient possible, particularly consumer goods, con- 
struction materials, chemical and small farm 
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implements. The Plan also called for expanding some in- 
dustries which were economically significant the Soviet 
Union whole, such the Estonian oil-shale and the 
Latvian steel and engineering industries. These were placed 
under the jurisdiction the Moscow ministries concerned 
rather than under the Republic ministries, 
came known All-Union industries. some cases, such 
oil-shale and cotton textiles Estonia, the industry was 
divided into several combines with jurisdiction split be- 
tween Republic and Moscow ministries. 

the three Baltic states, Lithuania’s prewar economic 
structure had the least industry, its portion the Plan 
was principally concerned with expanding those primary 
industries already existence, well with establishing 
such new primary industries (cement, for example) 


were necessary for rehabilitation and industrial expansion 
the future. 


While the industrial portion the Plan called for ex- 
panding the industrial base the area considerably 
above 1940 levels, the agricultural portion envisaged only 
slight increase production. For example, while the Esto- 
nian plan called for only seven percent rise agricultural 
production over 1940, the industrial target was per- 
cent increase. These envisaged percentage increases ap- 
plied Republic and local industry only: the 1950 
planned index for total industrial production would 
much larger. The relation between local and All-Union 
industry can seen examining the Estonian investment 
allocations for the Five Year Plan. total planned in- 
vestment 3.5 billion rubles, only 708 million rubles, 
slightly less than percent, were allocated works 
under the Estonian SSR’s jurisdiction. the case Lat- 
via, where All-Union industry does not play quite large 
role, 668 million rubles 2.05 billion total were 
allocated under the Republic’s jurisdiction. Lithu- 
ania, where All-Union production plays relatively smaller 
role, 660 million rubles—more than percent—of 
planned investment 1.54 billion rubles were allo- 
cated works under the Republic’s 


The following chart traces industrial development the 
Baltic countries from 1948 the present. analyzing 
these figures, should noted: 


These indices are for total production. More specifi- 
cally, they include All-Union production within the Re- 
public well local production. All-Union plants 
and facilities are little economic advantage the indi- 
vidual Baltic economies—besides employing local person- 
nel—these indices are somewhat misleading. 

The prewar base year (1940) was year marked 
invasion, nationalization and general economic disruption. 
Because the Soviet invasion statistically difficult 
compute accurate 1940 production figure. 

The Soviets include industrial production indices 
occupations such handicrafts, mining and industrial co- 
operatives, which are not normally considered there, and al- 


most all other occupations not under the heading agri- 
culture. 


Development Industrial 


ESTONIA LATVIA LITHUANIA 
increase increase increase 
over previ- over previ- over previ- 
(1940=100) ous year (1940=100) ous year (1940—100) ous year 

1949 265.4 23.0 173.7 167.0 28.5 
1950 330.2 24.4 302.5 74.22 15.9 
1951 409.5 24.0 360.0 19.0 240.0 24.0 
1952 475.0 16.0 406.8 13.0 284.0 18.3 
11.0 12.0 352.2 24.0 


The chart indicates the comparatively low level Lith- 
uanian industrial expansion compared Latvia and 
Estonia, but essential consider the extent All- 
Union industry the three Republics, Estonia containing 
the lion’s share because her oil-shale deposits and process- 
ing facilities. Despite the relatively slower pace Lithu- 
anian industrial development, the country today pur- 
ported more dependent industry than agricul- 
ture. The following chart traces the relative weight in- 
dustrial production farm production recent 


1945 1948 1952 1953 


Lithuanian industry has shown extraordinary growth, 
agriculture has made little advance. For example, the 
above chart shows the Lithuanian industrial indices for 
1948, 1952 and 1953. valid, they would mean that total 
production indices (agricultural and industrial) were 
282.6, 465.6, and 541.8 respectively. The index for farm 
production can then derived subtracting the indus- 
trial production index from the total production index, 
giving farm indices 152.6 (1948), 181.6 (1952), and 
189.6 While industrial production increased 118.5 
percent (over 1948) 1952 and 170.8 percent 1953, 
agricultural production increased only percent (over 
1948) 1952 and 24.2 percent 1953. Moreover, 1948 


was postwar year which farm production was far below 
the prewar level. 


Sources: Estonia—Radio Tallinn: Aug. 1950, Sept. 1952, 
Apr. 28, 1953, Feb. 10, 1954; Rahva Haal, Mar. 12, 1953; Sovet- 
skaya Estonia, Oct. 17, 1952. 

Latvia—Radio Tallinn, Feb. 1953, Bulletin the Academy 
Science Soviet Latvia, 1952; Cina, Feb. 1954, April 28, 1954; 
Sovetskaya Estonia, Oct. 17, 1952; Ten Years Soviet Latvia, 
Kalnberzins, Moscow, 1949. 

Lithuania—Tiesa, July 15, 1952, Feb. 24, 1954; Sovetskaya 
Litva, July 25, 1950; Sovetskaya Estonia, Oct. 17, 1952. 


According Kalnberzins the scheduled rate increase for 
1949 was 100 percent. 


The July 15, 1952 Tiesa reported that the first post-war Five- 


Year Plan (1946-1950) goal called for industrial production 
index 180. 


April 25, 1954 Cina reported that industrial production 
index that time was 4.8 times the prewar (1940) index. 

Kredit SSR (Moscow), No. 11, 1953; 
Tiesa (Vilnius), Sept. 30, 1952, Feb. 24, 1954; Sovetskaya Litva 
(Vilnius), July 13, 1949. 

®It must borne mind that the pre-war relationship be- 
tween agriculture and industry was more than three one 
favor agriculture, giving prewar index more than 300 


for agriculture, which considerably above the current produc- 
tion level. 
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The Fifth Five Year Plan 


The goals the Fifth Five Year plan—unlike those 
the preceding Plan—on the whole have remained secret. 
Not until year and half and more after the Plan was 
scheduled have begun did Moscow divulge any informa- 
tion it. The Baltic portion seemed continuation 
the Fourth Five Year Plan, rather than new ambitious 
program. The Plan called for continued Baltic industriali- 
zation raising electrical power output (For Lasting 
Peace August 22, 1952) two two and half 
times. (For further information, see section electrical 
power, 10.) The Plan also called for further develop- 
ment machine building, shipbuilding, manufacture 
turbines and machine tools the Lithuanian SSR, elec- 
trical machinery, machine tools and shipbuilding the 
Latvian SSR, and shipbuilding and electrical machinery 
the Estonian SSR. Special emphasis was placed ex- 
panding production oil-shale and shale-oil, and complet- 
ing the Kohtla-Jarve-Tallinn gas pipeline the Estonian 
section below extractive industry). Also in- 
cluded was provision expand the fish catch particu- 
larly weak industry) approximatey 3.9 times Lithu- 
ania and and percent respectively Latvia and 
Estonia (see section fishing industry, 11). The sec- 
tion agriculture was very vague but detailed programs 
were published detail the local press and will dealt 
with the agricultural section (see November issue). 
transport, the Plan called for: (a) reconstruction the 
railway lines Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia; (b) con- 
struction bridges across the Nemunas Kaunas and 
across the Daugava Riga; (c) development mari- 
time transport the Baltic states and the expansion the 
ports Riga and Klaipeda. 


Industry 


Prior World War II, the economic structure the 
Baltics was primarily agricultural. 1938, for example, 
annual Estonian production approximately 326.3 
million kroons, 196.2 million about 60.1 per cent was 
derived from agricultural production, while 130.1 million 
about 39.9 percent came from industrial production. 
Even this figure represented considerable advance from 
the 1922-1925 ratio which was seven three favor 

The Soviet program for the Baltics, previously men- 
tioned, entailed developing and expanding industrial pro- 
duction the utmost. The following charts trace the 
planned development program for the area from the first 
Soviet occupation 1940-41 through 1950. Wherever 
possible, these figures are compared with prewar produc- 
tion figures. Comparisons 1950 planned percentage in- 
creases with prewar production figures show many 
cases where figures bear relationship whatever the 
actual prewar production. Further, whether percentage 
increase given volume value not stated. Where 
the goal very modest, below the prewar level, 1945 


1Computed from Eesti Teatmeteos, Geislingen, Germany, 1949 
and from Estonian Statistical Monthly, June 1939, Tallinn. 


used base year. other instances, the planned goal 
may based the 1940 index while the results are given 
the 1945 base vice versa. Despite these typical Com- 
munist statistical manipulations, the indices are valuable 
least for comparative purposes. For instance, though 
percentage increase based distorted 1940 production 
figures, all probability the fulfillment index will based 
the same figures, some conclusions may drawn. 

While the 1950 planned goal for Estonian cement pro- 
duction called for 226 percent increase, only 130 percent 
was reported have been achieved. Likewise Latvia, the 
1950 goal called for 207.2 percent increase cement pro- 
duction and only 170 percent was achieved. Another weak 
point was textile production. both Latvia and Estonia 
fulfillment indices for both linen and cotton textiles are 
below the planned index, while the fulfillment index for 
wool textiles not even given. most cases the absence 
fulfillment index indicates that the plan target for the 
commodity was not fulfilled. Only very few industrial 
production goals for the Fifth Five Year Plan are available. 
For example, the only Latvian goals available (Cina, Octo- 
ber 28, 1952) are for construction materials. Brick produc- 
tion scheduled increase 2.3 times, roofing shingles 2.6 
times, glass times, and cement 2.2 times. Both brick and 
cement production goals under the Fourth Five Year Plan 
were not fulfilled and these goals are therefore considerably 
less ambitious than they would first appear be. 


Extractive Industry 


far the most important natural resources the Bal- 
tic countries are the Estonian oil-shale deposits, economi- 
cally the most significant deposits their kind the en- 
tire Soviet Union. Although known before World War 
these deposits were not commercially exploited until after 
Estonia gained her independence (in 1918), and 1922 
the first operating company was established. first, the 
shale was used fuel industry and railroads; some- 
what later, oil was commercially extracted from it. The 
deposits cover area approximately 3.8 thousand 
square with strata averaging some seven feet 
thickness depth only feet. Total deposits are 
estimated six billions tons. Estonian oil-shale con- 
sidered one the world’s richest oil; when distilled in- 
dustrially, yields 18-20 percent crude oil compared 
9-11 percent for Scottish shale and 4-7 percent for Ger- 
man brown coal. The oil thus obtained Estonia suit- 
able for refining into fuel oil, lubricating oil, gasoline (high 
and low test), pitch, and asphalt. The heating capacity 
shale-oil 9,500 9,800 calories. Output rose sub- 
stantially the years immediately preceding World War 
II: 1936, 765 thousand tons; 1938, 1.5 million tons; 
and more than 1.65 million tons 1939. Shale-oil output 
showed even more spectacular rise this period, in- 


figure includes the entire field which extends into old 
Russian territory Gdov Lake Peipus. Estonian deposits alone 
are estimated three thousand square kilometers. See Peter 
Krumin, Review the Estonian Oil Shale Industry, Ohio State 
University Press, November, 1949. 
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Estonian Industrial Production’ 


Plan 
Commodity and Unit 1939 1941 
oil shale (thousand tons) 1,653 2,700.0 
crude oil—shale oil tons) ..... 179 182.8 
gasoline (thousand tons) 20.8 
peat briquettes (thousand tons) .......... 35.0 
gypsum (thousand tons) 135 10.0 
shingles (for roofing) (thousand rolls) 
window glass (thousand sq. m.) ......... 1,036 1,000.0 
plywood (thousand cu. m.) 28.0 
felled timber (thousand cu. m.) ......... 248.3 
cellulose (thousand tons) 102 100.0 
matches (thousand cases) 225.0 
radio receivers (thousands) ............. 20.0 
electric wire (thousand km) ............ 
4.5 
furniture (million rubles) ............... 
rubber footwear (thousand pair) ......... 275 320.0 
cotton (million meters) ......... 35.0 
wool textiles (thousand meters) ......... 1,295 1,370.0 
linen textiles (thousand meters) ......... 1,509 4,500.0 
silk textiles (synthetic) (thousand 1,150.0 
leather shoes (thousand pairs) .......... 546.0 
socks and stockings (thousand pairs) ..... 2,726.0 

1,654.0 


Eesti Teatmeteos, Geislingen, Germany, 1949; Gosu- 
darstvennii Plan Razvitia Narodnogo Khoziaistva SSR 1941 
god, Moscow; Vennasvabariikide Abi Noukogude Eestile, Tal- 
linn, 1948; Sovetskaya Estonia, July 17, 1946, June 15, 1951; 
Rahva Haal, June 19, 1951; Radio Tallinn, Sept. 1952; Raw 
Materials and Foodstuffs, Geneva, 1939. 


The original figure, reported the Statistical Office, was 
percent over the prewar period. However, was later revised 
Molzanov over Radio Tallinn Sept. 1952. 

This figure was given almost percent over 1940. 


creasing from thousand tons 1936 140 thousand 
tons 1938, and 179 thousand tons 1939. Esti- 
mates were that 1943, production might have reached 
500 thousand tons.* 

During the 1940-41 occupation the Russians had little 
opportunity expand develop Estonian oil-shale. 
may noted the above chart, the 1941 planned goal 
for oil-shale called for 2.7 million tons, and that for shale- 
oil 182.8 thousand tons. Apparently the Soviets intended 
expansion oil-shale industry—approximately million 
ton increase—without expanded plant distillation facilities. 
Nonetheless, significant that the 1941 goal for gaso- 
line slightly below actual 1939 production. 

Because their swift retreat 1941, the Soviets were 


Raud, Estonia, New York, 1953. 


360.0 


436.0 
842.0 
127.0 
330.0 
376.0 


1950 
1950 Plan Fulfillment 
160.0 160.0 226 130 
35.0 35.0 175 170 
914.0 1,081.0 3,400.0 123 
86.0 122.0 248.0 400.0 165 
0.9° 1.89 121.4 11.4 300 117 
216.0 438.0 800.0 650 
486.0 573.0 923.0 195 
415.0 862.0 1,140.0 250 
This figure thousand cu. meters (weight unknown). 
This figure for 1937. The figure for bricks considerably 
less than total production only includes large-scale plant pro- 
duction. 
This figure given thousands. 
This figure based the index 1945 100. 
These figures are for Republic industry only. 
Radio Tallinn, June 1954, gave the 1953 production index 
for wool textiles 165, and for leather shoes 360. 
unable destroy completely either oil-shale plants. 
One plant was blown but repaired the Dur- 
ing the Nazi occupation, oil-shale mining capacity was 
considerably expanded with the opening Mine num- 
ber Two with annual capacity 900 thousand tons. 
When the Nazis retreated, they also inflicted some damage 
upon the oil-shale industry, but most the facilities 
affected were not beyond repair. 
The principal stress the Estonian portion the 
Fourth Five Year Plan was expansion oil-shale min- 
ing 125 percent more than the prewar level, shale-oil 
The Soviets destroyed one oven Sillmae with estimated 
thousand ton capacity while the Germans destroyed the remaining 
oven with thousand ton capacity. According Krumin 
Review the Estonian Oil Industry the distillation capacity 
the end the Nazi occupation was 260 thousand tons. 
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percent above prewar, and gasoline percent 
above prewar (Sovetskaya Estonia, July 17, 1946). Ac- 
cording the All-Union Five Year Plan, the 1950 Es- 
tonian goal for oil-shale was 8.4 million tons, while the 
Republic Plan called for 1.8 million tons. This would in- 
dicate that 6.6 million tons was the production goal for 
mines under the jurisdiction the Moscow Ministries.* 

The Plan called for “reestablishing the prewar capacity 
existing oil-distillation plants and the construction 
new oil-distillation plant Kivioli with capacity 105 
thousand tons shale-oil.” Such plant had been estab- 
lished before the war and therefore assumed that this 
plan envisaged expansion existing plant facilities rather 
than establishment new installation. the Kivioli 
plant part the Kivioli Oil Shale and Chemical 
Combine, subject Republic Ministries, assumed 
that the new plant would also the Republic’s juris- 
The Plan also called for increased mechaniza- 
tion, particularly sorting oil-shale ore and loading 
operations. also provided for production five thou- 
sand tons asphalt, well for production acetone, 
phenol, wood impregnating oil, roof tile tars, etc. Also 
provided for was construction oil-shale ash cement 
factory with thousand ton annual capacity. 

Five Year Plan results (Sovetskaya Estonia, June 15, 
1951) announced that “the oil-shale industry was com- 
pletely restored and that series mighty new oil-shale 
mines were built.” also claimed that 1950 extraction 
oil-shale exceeded prewar levels and that oil-shale distil- 
lation plants had been repaired. production was 
listed percent above the 1940 level, though sub- 
sequent report (Radio Tallinn, September 1952) put 
140 percent above the prewar level. This would mean 
that production had reached some four million tons, con- 
siderably below the 8.4 million tons originally projected for 
1950. The same broadcast indicated that shale-oil produc- 
tion was slightly less than percent above prewar, also 
considerably under the percent projected increase (see 
chart, 6). evidence the establishment the new 
plant Kivioli was given. 

Perhaps the most outstanding achievement the Fourth 
Five Year Plan was the building factory for gas pro- 


duction from oil-shale Kohtla-Jarve, and the announce- 


ment that 125-mile pipeline for gas transmission was al- 
ready operation between the plant and Leningrad. This 
pipeline, constructed between 1947 and 1948, reported 


The following mines are under Moscow jurisdiction: Kukruse, 
Kave, Kave #2, Viivikonna #10, #8, #6, #4, #2. The follow- 
ing are under Estonian Ministerial jurisdiction: Kivioli, Kohtla, 
Kuttejou, Ubja, and possibly Kueja. 


Kohtla Combine also under Republic jurisdiction. 
The following combines are directed from Moscow: the Estonian 
Oil-Shale Combine, which engages only mining, 
Kohtla-Jarve Oil-Shale Treating Combine, which operates the 
Kohtla-Jarve Gas Plant, and the Kohtla-Jarve Oil Distillation 
Plant. April 27, 1954, Radio Tallinn broadcast: 
present, shale extracting and shale processing industries come 
under several authorities, for example, the USSR Ministry 
Coal, the USSR Ministry Petroleum, and the Estonian SSR 
Ministry Local, Shale and Chemical Industries.” 


supply major part Leningrad’s April 
27, 1954 Radio Tallinn report indicated that another pipe- 
line, Tallinn, had been completed.* also stated that 
further increase Leningrad and Tallinn gas consumption, 
supplying gas Riga, would impossible without con- 
structing new gas works for processing shale. The re- 
port further advised that “preparations for the construc- 
tion new gas works Ahtme should start this year.” 
asked the regime consider this proposal because 
would result extensive economic advantages through 
curtailment long-distance transport liquid fuel. 

The Fifth Five Year Plan (1951-1955) called for fur- 
ther expansion the oil-shale industry (Rahva Haal, Feb- 
ruary 12, 1954). The following goals were projected for 
1955 gas from 
Haal also indicated the following 
levels had been reached the end 1953: 
these figures are correct, then the plan 
within reach realization for those commodities. The 
current level oil-shale production would then more 
than six million tons, still considerably below the 8.4 million 
ton 1950 Five Year Plan goal. 

addition their general economic value, the Eston- 
ian oil-shale deposits have particular strategic importance 
because their proximity Leningrad and the Baltic 
ports. The shale-oil thus obtained especially suitable for 
use submarines, because its heavy specific gravity causes 
sink rather than float the surface the water. 


Peat 


The second most important material commercially ex- 
ploited the Baltics peat. certain amount was mined 
each the countries prior World War II. Estonia 
produced 478 thousand cubic meters peat 1940 (exact 
weight unknown) Lithuania produced 290 thousand tons 
and Latvia produced 153.6 thousand tons 
1938. According Raud’s Estonia, the Estonian peat de- 
posits covered 700 thousand hectares, while the reserves 
surveyed were estimated some three billion tons dried 
peat. The Latvian deposits (Latvia Figures, 1938) cov- 
ered 643 thousand hectares, one tenth the territory. 
Estimated reserves dried peat were approximately 1.7 
billion tons. The prewar estimate known Lithuanian 
peat deposits covered 120 thousand hectares, while reserves 
amounted some 265 million tons air-dried percent 
moisture peat, (Reports the Commission for the Study 


Haal, November 1953, indicated that Leningrad 
supplied with over million cubic meters gas daily. also 
revealed that the 24-hour production goal envisaged the di- 
rectors the 19th Party Congress had already been achieved. 


Rahva Haal, May 1953, indicated that the Kohtla-Jarve- 
Tallinn pipeline was subterranean and 140 kilometers long. Sub- 
sequently, November 1953, the same paper stated that the 
pipeline was opened February 14, 1953. 


According Lithuanian Agriculture and Statistics, edited 
Musteikes, Dillingen, Germany, 1948, Lithuanian peat produc- 
tion 1939 was 106.3 thousand tons. However, Davydovas 
Reports the Commission for the Study the Economic Recon- 
struction Lithuania, Boston, 1951, stated that Lithuanian pro- 
duction for 1939 was 290 thousand tons. 
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Latvian Industrial 


Commodity and Unit 1938 
rolled metal sheets (thousand tons) ............ 
peat (thousand tons) 40.0 
superphosphates (thousand tons) 115.0 
sulphuric acid (thousand tons) 
shingles for roofing (thousand rolls) ........... 
window glass (thousand sq. m.) 835.0 
felled timber (thousand cu. m.) 
paper (thousand tons) 
radio receivers (thousands) 
cotton textiles (million meters) 15.0 
wool textiles (thousand meters) 3,409.0 
linen textiles (thousand meters) 3,081.0 
leather shoes (thousand pairs) 
socks and stockings (thousand pairs) ........... 
soap (thousand tons) 


1Sources: Sovetskaya Latvia, July 31, 1946, June 13, 1951; 
Plan Razvitija Narodnogo SSR 
1941 god; Raw Materials and Foodstuffs 1939; Latvia Figures, 
Riga, 1938; Plannovoye Khoziaistvo, No. Moscow, 1953. 

These results for local and cooperative industry only. 


1950 Plan 1950 Fulfillment 
Index Index 
1941 Goal 

45.0 50.0 

31.5 40.0 
211.0 564.0 390 
150.0 270.0 207.2 170 
180.0 
80.0 
120.0 229.4 120 
13.4 10.0 164.0 
400.0 291.3 
1,000.0 900.0 156.2 210 
7,135.0 4,500.0 
38.7 34.0 141.5 180 

60.0 40.0 7202 

50.0 75.08 1702 
10.5 159.02 
22.5 25.0 155.2 120 
2,800.0 3,100.0 164.0 
4,400.0 7,800.0 204.7 160 
630.0 1,660.0 
3,800.0 770.0 340 

5.6 360.0 


According Deglavs the Bulletin the Latvian Academy 
Sciences, No. 1952, 25.7 thousand bicycles were produced 
1940. That would mean that the 1950 planned index, 1940 100, 
was slightly under 300. 

This figure based the index 1945 100. 


the Economic Reconstruction Lithuania, 1951). That 
report states that the maximum seasonal volume peat 
mined during the years Lithuanian independence to- 
talled 290 thousand tons, which 170 thousand tons were 
mined mechanically and the remaining 120 thousand tons 
manually. 

Peat production was fostered the Baltic governments 
prior the war save lumber which was necessary for 
construction and export. Peat was increasingly used 
fuel households and industry, well for bedding for 
cattle. modern peat briquet factory was financed and 
built the Estonian government 1937-38. Latvia, 
Estonia, the State operated most the peat industry. The 
three largest plants were Balozi, Seda and Ploci, and 
these and two smaller ones were all State-operated. There 
were, addition, several small concerns operated privately. 

During the Communist occupation (1940-41), the Sovi- 
ets planned substantial increases peat production, 
may seen the industrial production charts. Not 
until their second occupation, however, did they really 
project extensive peat expansion program, and was 
then the base their industrialization program. Peat, 
the one locally available fuel, was needed supplement 
Estonian oil-shale production and feed the planned 
thermal power plant Riga. may seen the elec- 
tric power section (page 10), this plant alone will con- 
sume 3,500 tons daily. Moreover, peat necessary for 
fertilizer and livestock bedding, well for the peat dung 


pots used protect vegetable seedlings. Finally, peat 
also vital household fuel and would remain until the 
planned power plants were capable heating houses 
through electricity. 

total 665 thousand tons peat, the Estonian 
plan (Sovetskaya Estonia, July 17, 1946) called for 380 
thousand tons extracted 1950 under the supervision 
the Ministry Local Oil-Shale and Chemical 
thousand tons were earmarked for local industry, and 
225 thousand tons used manufacture peat briquets, 
that least 100 thousand tons briquets could man- 
ufactured 1950. The plan also provided for establishing 
third press the peat briquet factory Tootsi, and 
envisaged construction new peat briquet factory 
with annual capacity thousand tons. The plan 
also called for increased mechanization peat extraction, 
loading and transloading. According the Fourth Five 
Year Plan report (Sovetskaya Estonia, June 15, 1951), 
the peat production target was overfulfilled percent, 
extraction peat Tootsi was completely mechanized, 
while other peat workings were alleged percent 
mechanized. The report did not mention either the new 
briquet plant the third press Tootsi. 

The Latvian plan (Sovetskaya Latvia, July 31, 1946) 
called for establishing new peat plant Balozi with 
production capacity 120 thousand tons. thousand 
ton production was planned for 1947, and full capacity 
for 1949. However, Kalnberzins Ten Years Soviet 
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Latvia, Moscow, 1951, revealed that the Balozi workings 
now opened have annual capacity thousand tons, 


half the projected amount. also revealed that the 
Balozi Peat Briquet Works have annual capacity 
thousand tons. This plant was existence prior the war 
and possible that was only modernized, its facilities 
expanded, and new operation established. 

The Latvian plan also provided for new peat plant 
the Sede marshland with planned annual-capacity 
120 thousand tons 1950. new plant Tirepurvs was 
also planned for 1950 with annual capacity thou- 
sand tons. The plan further stated that peat briquet 
plants with total annual capacity thousand tons 
were projected. far now known, the Balozi plant 
was the only one actually established and has thou- 
sand ton capacity. possible that the planned expan- 
sion the Latvian peat industry was cut back somewhat 
because completion the Riga thermal-electric station, 
its principal planned consumer, was carried over the 
Fifth Five Year Plan. Probably, now that this operation 
under way, parallel expansion peat production will 
take 


Phosphates 


The third most important material exploited commer- 
cially the Baltics phosphate. According Raw Mate- 
rials and Foodstuffs, Geneva, 1939, Estonia’s prewar (1938) 
production natural phosphates was thousand tons. 
Raud’s Estonia states that phosphate deposits covered 
area 308 square kilometers and were estimated 
million tons, with the thickness layers varying from 
centimeters and containing seven percent (aver- 
age percent) phosphoric acid. 

Prior the war, Estonia did not produce superphos- 
phates because lacked the necessary productive facilities 
for sulphuric acid. did produce enriched phosphorite, 
used the production superphosphates, emulsion 
process, and one such emulsion plant was production 
with 140 thousand ton planned annual capacity. Both 
Latvia and Lithuania had superphosphate plants opera- 
tion the prewar period. Raw Materials and Foodstuffs 
reported that Latvia’s (1938) production was 140 thou- 
sand tons and Lithuania’s (1937) was thousand tons. 

their first occupation, the Soviets planned 
produce thousand tons enriched phosphorite (phos- 
phate rock) and thousand tons screened phosphorite 
(meal) Estonia. This was considerable increase over 
the 1938 production level thousand tons natural 
phosphate. The Fourth Five Year Plan program for Esto- 
nia was even more ambitious, calling for construction 
mill and floatation plant for production 100 thousand 
tons phosphorite meal and superphosphate plant with 
annual capacity 100 thousand Significantly, 
figures for superphosphates appeared the Plan’s list 
statistical goals, but recent speech Estonian Sec- 


April 10, 1954, Radio Riga broadcast confirms this premise. 
reveals that the Fifth Five-Year Plan goals provide for 
percent increase peat extraction over 1950 the end 1955. 


Lithuanian Industrial 


1950 Ful- 
1950 Plan fillment 
Index Index 
Plan (1940= (1940— 
Commodity and Unit 1939 1941 
peat (thousand tons) 822 300 620? 
cement (thousand tons) none 
bricks (millions) 68.6 84.0 150 890? 
lime (thousand tons) 6.4 170 650? 
felled timber (thousand cu. m.) 
paper (thousand tons) 210 
wool textiles (1,000 meters) 1,775.0 
linen textiles (1,000 meters) 383.0 140 


retary Kabin (Rahva Haal, February 12, 1954) 
cated that according the directives the 19th Con- 
gress the the USSR, “production superphos- 
phates Estonia begin the first quarter 1955.” 
this plan fulfilled, both superphosphate plant (with 
projected annual capacity 100 thousand tons) and 
sulphuric acid plant (with thousand ton capacity, 
originally envisaged the Fourth Five Year Plan) will also 
have built. The Communists are aware that both 
phosphates and superphosphates (for fertilizer) are vital 
further expansion farm production. For example, the 
8th Plenum the Lithuanian November 19, 
1950) called for supplying Lithuanian kolkhozes and sov- 
khozes with 128 thousand tons superphosphates 1951. 
Similarly, Estonia (Rahva Haal, January 26, 1951), 
thousand tons superphosphates were called for 
1951. Presumably, comparable amounts are called for 
the Latvian plan. 

meet these goals, the Communists, among other 
measures, plan expand the Riga superphosphate works. 
The July 27, 1946 Moscow News reported that when this 
plant reached its full capacity 180 thousand tons, 
would produce enough for all three Baltic countries, but 
examination the 1951 goals indicates that this will 
far from true. 

The situation particularly bad Estonia. April 
27, 1954 Radio Tallinn broadcast quoted Kabin saying 
that the Estonian requirements for phosphoric acid fertil- 
izer would satisfied only percent this year. 


“Science and practice has proved that from Es- 
tonian phosphorite the most effective 
phosphoric fertilizer for the acid soil Estonia and 
the northern and northwestern areas the other Soviet 
Republics. the interests developing Estonian agri- 
culture necessary expand phosphoric meal pro- 
duction the Estonian SSR, apart from the expansion 


Lithuanian Agriculture and Statistics, Dillingen, Ger- 
many, 1948; Sovetskaya Litva, June 12, 1951; Sovetskaya Litva 
Justas Paleckis, Moscow, Sept. 1949; The Great Stalin Five-Year 
Plan (Special Supplement the Fourth Five-Year Plan), Wash- 
ington, June 1946. 

This figure based the index 1945 100. 


difference between phosphorite meal and superphosphates 
that the former requires certain period become effective, 
while the latter effective immediately. Enriched phosphorite 


intermediate product used superphosphate manufacture. 


lemy 
| 


the superphosphate industry. During the next few 
years possible bring the annual phosphorite meal 
production Estonia 500 thousand tons.” 


According April 27, 1954 Radio Vilnius broadcast, 
quoting Deputy Snieckus’ speech meeting the 
USSR Soviet the Union, Lithuania has also been as- 
signed important role bolstering superphosphate man- 
ufacture. Snieckus stated that, according the 19th Con- 
gress directives, superphosphate plant projected for 
Lithuania, but that date the USSR Ministry Chem- 
ical Industry has not begun its construction and will not 
until 1955. assumed this plant will addition 
already existing for Lithuania did produce 
thousand tons superphosphates 1937. 


Electric Power 


The basic prerequisite for expanded industrial production 
the Baltics increased power capacity. The following 


chart traces (in million kwh) the planned development 


electric power recent Prewar figures for Estonia 
and Lithuania are for 1939, Latvia’s are for 1938. 


Prewar Plan 1941 Plan 1950 
183.0 125.5 395.0 
212.63 250.0 275.0 
39.5 190.0 


The Fourth Five Year Plan envisaged considerable ex- 
pansion the electrical energy potential the area, with 
the principal expansion Estonia coordinated with devel- 
opment oil-shale production. Compared the others, 
Lithuanian production, because its particularly low pre- 
war capacity, was scheduled expand most. The projected 
increase production (Sovetskaya Litva, 1949) was re- 
sult from the construction 206 small power plants, in- 
cluding hydroelectric plants, electrify the countryside. 

The Latvian plan called for million kwh increase 
over prewar production. achieve this goal, the plan 
called for: reconstruction the Kegums power plant 
1947 and operation prewar capacity; beginning op- 
erations the Riga thermoelectric power station before 
1946—for the first part—and 1947 for the second. 


former “Union” superphosphate plant Klaipeda was 
apparently damaged during the war, but repaired and renamed 
mineral fertilizer plant and currently production. 
However, information available its capacity, though accord- 
ing the November 11, 1952 Tiesa, “its productivity rising.” 


Sources: Gosudarstvennii Plan Razvitia Narodnogo Khoziaistva 
SSR 1941 god, Moscow; Eesti Teatmeteos, Geislingen, Germany, 
1949; The Great Stalin Five Year Plan, Special Supplement the 
Fourth Five Year Plan, Washington, June 1946; Lithuanian Agri- 
culture and Statistics, edited Musteikis, Dillingen, Germany, 
1948; Latvia Figures, State Statistics Board, Riga, 1938. 


assumed that this figure for total output rather than 
public power produced 1938. article the January 1940 
Latvian Economic Review indicated that the 1938 output elec- 
trical energy was 163 million kwh, divided into 157 thermal and 
hydraulic. The chart includes 1941 planned figure for Lithu- 
ania because figure was given the Plan. assumed there- 
fore that 1941 increase production was contemplated. 


Despite the Fourth Five Year Plan results announcement 
(Sovetskaya Latvia, June 13, 1951) that electric power 
was 3.3 times greater than 1940, this project was rein- 
corporated into the Fifth Five Year Plan goals. Moreover, 
June 1954, Radio Riga broadcast announced that 
construction the site had not begun until fall 1951, 
while construction the plant itself had not started before 
May 1952. The report also stated that the rebuilt Kegums 
and Riga installations now exceed prewar capacity, al- 
though such extraordinary figures appeared the 
Fourth Five Year Plan results—a 230 percent increase 
output over the prewar period—were given. The announce- 
ment hoped that the first section the station would 
operation December 1954. This more than eight 
years after the date originally set for completion and there 
still assurance this goal will reached time. 

According the report, Latvian industry has presently 
“expanded such extent that [existing] capacity 
tapped the limit.” The new plant’s capacity planned 
equal that the seven other electric power stations 
Latvia taken together. (The January 1940 Latvian Eco- 
nomic Review stated the prewar capacity was 62.5 thou- 
sand kw. that time, second stage for Kegums was 
planned with thousand installed capacity and 
280 million kwh output.) The new station operate 
locally-extracted peat, and will require daily con- 
sumption 3.5 thousand tons supplied specially- 
built peat Fifth Five Year Plan goals had 
called for two two and half percent increase elec- 
trical energy output, well for construction the 
Narva hydroelectric station Estonia, the Riga thermo- 
electric station Latvia, and development the con- 
struction the Kaunas hydroelectric station Lithuania.* 

Several Rahva Haal and Radio Tallinn recently 
indicated that construction the Narva hydroelectric sta- 
tion began last winter (1953-54), and most 
modern construction. Work will mechanized and auto- 
matic that only four five men per shift will suffice for 
the entire station’s operation. All automatic installations will 
controlled from central switchboard room. During 
the spring 1954, digging and building the concrete canal 
down which the river waters will directed were prog- 
ress. Half the dam completed before the end 
1954, construction discontinued during the 1954-55 
winter, and will resumed May 1955. Kulgu, 
suburb Narva, reservoir supply the power station 
also under construction, and anticipated that will 
become rich fishery since the fish from Peipsi Lake will 
have gather there. 


The use peat fuel thermal power plants extremely 
inefficient. Peat has extremely low caloric value and burn- 
ing gives off terrific smoke which creates terrible smog and 
has considerable strategic disadvantage. There are several proc- 
esses capable controlling this smoke, but they are costly and 
would only add the inefficiency using peat. 


2An August 11, 1953, Radio Moscow broadcast indicated that 
though the blueprints for this station had for long time been 
ready, the Ministry Electric Power Stations and Electric Indus- 
try had not yet approved them. 


Rahva Haal—March 1954, June 12, 1954; Radio Tallinn, 
February 19, 1954. 
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Fishing 


Private fishing enterprises the Baltics ceased exist 
under Soviet rule. Fishing now carried out either 
fishing collectives the State sea-fishing organizations, 
Gosmorlov, and the industry entirely State-controlled. 
Many fishermen gave their trade and took other 
types work, mainly factory, when the State took over. 
first those who remained pooled their nets, boats and 
equipment that, only indirectly, the equipment 
remained nominally their own. the spring 1953, 
however, boats and nets were taken from the fish kolkhozes 
and put under the control the Motor Fishing Stations 
MZS). The fish kolkhozes must now borrow their fishing 
‘quipment from these stations, and must pay for the loan 
kind. Members the kolkhozes complain that the 
charges are very high, and this has served increase their 
understandable bitterness having had their equipment 
expropriated. Further, the MZS gives the Communists 
the same method controlling the fishing industry the 
MTS gave them controlling collectivized farming. 

There are total seven and 8¢4 fishing kolkhozes 
Estonia (Rahva Haal, March 18, 1952), with only 
few trawlers available. The MZS Parnu has four, the 
one Tallinn three, the one Aseri two. None the 
trawlers can develop speeds seven knots. The station 
Parnu, the largest fishing port Estonia, has 370 fishing 
The remaining four stations—Narva, 
Kingissepa and Hiiumaa—have trawlers. Reliable re- 
ports state that all MZS managers are Russians. 

The State Sea-Fishing Enterprise, Gosmorlov, has equip- 
ment far superior the MZS’s. Managed Russians, 
the Gosmorlov ships generally have mixed crews, Russians 
and Estonians, and the ship captains are usually Russian. 
The largest Gosmorlov station Parnu, where there are 
some large trawlers. The smaller station Parnu has 
only three trawlers, which are used fish the Baltic 
far south the line running north the Bay Riga. 
Gosmorlov also has two large vessels which serve float- 
ing fishing bases and have fish-freezing equipment. Gos- 
morlov catch delivered the State fish-processing plants. 
large percentage this catch canned and stockpiled 
military warehouses. The remainder salted and “ex- 
ported” the Soviet Union. Estonians consume only 
small portion the kolkhoz catch, the bulk which 
also “exported,” either canned, salted smoked. Unlike the 
Gosmorlov catch, kolkhoz fish not earmarked for the 
Army but sold the civilian population. small part 
this catch remains Estonia. 


Tallinn, June 25, 1952, broadcast that the station 
Parnu opened July 1952. The January 28, 1953, Rahva 
Haal reported the existence the Tallinn MZS, the May 10, 
1954, Rahva Haal the existence the Kingissepa MZS, and the 
July 24, 1953, Rahva Haal the existence the MZS Aseri. 
documentation available the Narva Orissaare MZS. 
The existence these stations was reported 
source. The March 1954, Rahva Haal reported that there were 
then only four MZS Estonia. Since that time MZS were es- 
tablished Mahu (Rahva Haal, April 1954) and Tartu 
(Radio Tallinn, August 1954). February 1954 Radio 
Tallinn broadcast announced that MZS was organized 
this year Hiiumaa. 


According August 26, 1953 Tiesa, there are two MZS 
and fishing kolkhozes Lithuania. November 1952, 
Tiesa and Radio Vilnius, July 14, 1954, indicated that the 
Lithuanian trawler fleet Klaipeda, serviced four 
base vessels and one tanker. Since 1952, reported that 
the have been fishing the Atlantic for herring. 

June 22, 1954 Radio Riga broadcast announced that 
there are four MZS and fishing kolkhozes Latvia, 
located Riga, Liepaja, Ventspils and Mersrags. The 
average annual catch per fisherman has reportedly in- 
creased from 9.66 tons 1950 13.58 tons 1953. The 
broadcast also revealed that the fishing fleet had been ex- 
panded and that large scale introduction nets 
had been made. 

All three Baltic countries have been assigned the task 
increasing the fish catch. The food production charts 
pages 12-13 compare the 1941 and 1950 goals with the pre- 
war figures. Although all three goals envisaged increases 
catch, the Lithuanian program called for establishing 
virtually new industry, since the prewar catch was in- 
significant, and for new fish combine capable process- 
ing thousand tons fish annually (Sovetskaya Litva, 
1949). The Latvian plan (Sovetskaya Latvia, July 31, 
1946) called for rebuilding and enlarging the Liepaja and 
Ventspils processing plants, with total annual capacity 
5.2 million cans. also called for development an- 
chovy and sprat preserving reach the prewar production 
level 1948. According Kalnberzins (Ten Years 
Soviet Latvia), the fishing plan was fulfilled 1949. 
stated that the total catch for State fisheries was 2.4 thou- 
sand tons, and the country’s entire catch was thousand 
tons, thousand tons more than the 1950 planned goal. 
The Estonian plan (Sovetskaya Estonia, July 17, 1946) 
called for fish-preserving units attached the 
fish-purchase units the combines, well for con- 
structing combines with preserving, freezing, salting and 
smoking facilities Parnu and Narva. Moreover, State- 
fishing was expanded along deep-sea fishing lines. 

Despite the fact that the fishing plan (1946-1950) for 
all three countries was reported overfulfilled, the State 
still dissatisfied with the current conditions. For instance, 
the June 15, 1951, Sovetskaya Estonia reported: “In fish- 
ing, the task the Five Year Plan was overfulfilled 
percent. Production sprats increased 2.4 times, an- 
chovies six times. Nevertheless, the development the 
fish-processing industry still lagging behind the catch.” 
Rahva Haal, September 17, 1952, quoting Secretary the 
Estonian Kabin’s report the VII Party Congress, 
stated: the work the Soviet Estonian Ministry 
Fishing does not satisfy us. Last year, fulfilled the plan 
111 percent but this year, the plan for the first half 
year—in fishing and fish-processing—was not fulfilled.” 
The March 1954 Rahva Haal presented further data 
fishing, stating that though 1.2 thousand tons more 
fish had been caught 1953 than were caught 1952, 
the plan had only been 84.5 percent fulfilled. 


“During the year the Republic’s fishermen 


could not fulfill the plan because there was delay pre- 
paring and repairing the available fishing equipment. 
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This year, last year, disproportion will again evi- 
dent the quantity fish caught and the available 
processing 


These are further indications that the new fish-processing 
facilities, projected under the Fourth Five Year Plan, have 
not been built. For example, Deputy Minister the Esto- 
nian Food Industry, Parn, again called for (Rahva 
Haal, January setting new fish-processing 
combine Parnu, project originally included the 
Fourth Five Year Plan goals. was reliably reported that 
this new combine, designed the largest cannery 
the Baltics with annual million can capacity, has 
only recently been begun and only scheduled com- 
pleted some time 1955. Parn also called for new 
fish-processing industry Korgesaare’, which nothing 
further has been said. 

The Latvian fish industry was recently reviewed 
Deputy Chairman the Industry and Transport Division 
the Latvian CP, over Radio Riga, June 22, 1954. Deputy 
Chairman Cabis revealed that investments allocated 
fishing were being increased annually. This year’s plan 
provides for percent increase over last year’s, and the 
1954 investments fishing will amount million 
rubles. Cabis also discussed the fish-processing industry 
and stated that the first sardine cannery the USSR 
was under construction Mangali the Gulf Riga. 
“The fish industry Soviet Latvia,” said, “is now 
changing from fish-curing fish canning industry.” 
also admitted that the 1953 plan for fish catch had 
been only 84.2 percent fulfilled, while the fish output plan 
had been only 84.3 percent fulfilled. The fishing industry, 
declared, still owed the State some 1.5 thousand tons 
fish products from last year. 


“Only six the fishing kolkhozes have fulfilled their 
1953 plans. The MZS have served the kolkhozes inade- 
quately. The fishing fleet was forced stand idle for 
considerable time because poor quality repair work. 
Particularly poor was the performance 
which fulfilled the State fish catch plan only per- 
cent. Mistakes made last year were 


further attacked the Minister the Fishing Industry 
and the Chairman the Fishing Kolkhoz Association for 
laxness and inefficiency. 

revealed that this year’s program calls for 10.6 
thousand ton increase catch, percent over 1953. 
This would mean that the 1953 catch was 37.9 thousand 
tons, 16.9 thousand tons over the 1949 catch, nearly 
equal the percent proposed increase (over 1950) 
projected for 1955 under the Fifth Five Year Plan. Cabis 
also stated that the 1954 fish-processing plan called for 
percent increase over 1953 well. 

Expansion the Lithuanian fishing industry also not 


factory scheduled process thousand cans fish 
per shift (Radio Tallinn, February 1954). Radio Tallinn, July 
1952, broadcast the existence fish cannery Tagaranna 
(Kingissepa region) with daily capacity four thousand tins and 
one Sangla with ten thousand tin daily capacity. 


progressing smoothly planned, indicated April 
1952 article the budget report Tiesa. said: 


“The Ministry Fish Industry enterprises worked par- 
ticularly unsatisfactorily. The trawler fleet administration 
provided insufficient number .of vessels and made 
provisions for effective use those vessels available. Thus, 
the 1951 fish catch plan was not fulfilled and production 
costs were million rubles greater 


The situation has not improved appreciably since then, 
indicated the 1954 budget report speech (Radio 
Vilnius, May 28, 

“For several years now, the Lithuanian SSR Supreme 
Soviet, the insufficient work the Ministry Fishing has 
been criticized, but this Ministry has not drawn the neces- 
sary conclusions from this criticism and taken the neces- 
sary measures improve the work catching fish. The 


fish catch plan for 1953 was fulfilled only 56.8 per- 
cent.” 


Food Industry 


Prior World War all three Baltic states were large 
food producers. They not only met most their domestic 
food needs but were also large exporters processed and 
unprocessed edible agricultural and animal products. For 
example, the International Trade Statistics 1938, Geneva, 
1939, reported that Estonia exported 14.7 thousand tons 
butter 1938, 24.2 percent value its total ex- 
ports. That same year, meat and meat products accounted 
for 4.7 percent value, while live animals and poultry 
accounted 7.5 percent its total exports. All told, ap- 
proximately 46.6 percent its exports value during 
1938 consisted food products. Similarly, that same 
year, Latvia exported 23.5 thousand tons butter while 


Estonian Food 


1950 
1950 Plan Fulfillment 


Index 

Plan | (1945= (1945= Plan 

butter (thousand tons) 9.0 450 300 220 

meat® (thousand tons) 20.0 350 140 

fish (thousand tons) 20.0 400 

macaroni products 

confectionary products 

(thousand tons) 300 400 


Sources: International Yearbook Agricultural Statistics 
1945-46, Vol. Rome, 1947; Raw Materials and Foodstuffs, 
Geneva, 1939; Plan Razvitia Narodnogo Khoz 
aistva SSR 1941 god, Moscow, Sovetskaya Estonia July 17, 
1946; June 15, 1951; Rahva Haal, Jan. 26, 1951. 

This figure for 1939. Butter figure for dairy production 
only. 

Includes pork. 


This figure for 1937. 1939 13.1 thousand tons pork 
(live hogs) were exported. This figure not included the pork 
and meat production total. 


This figure for 1938. 
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Latvian Food 


1950 
1950 
Plan 
Prewar 1941 Goal 100) 100) 
butter (thousand tons) 20.0 510 440 
meat (thousand 48.2 320 150 
fish (thousand tons) 18.0 320 470 


foodstuffs accounted for 27.4 percent its exports 


value. During the same period, 24.9 percent Lithu- 
ania’s exports value were dairy products, 15.6 percent 


meat products and 11.3 percent live all, ap- 
proximately 54.5 percent Lithuanian exports value 
during 1938 consisted live animals and foodstuffs. 

The preceding statistics indicate the importance dairy 
production the Baltic countries, and the above charts 


stress the planned development selected food products 


under Communist direction, and compare these statistics 
when available with prewar production figures. 

The charts above reveal that both 1941 and 1950 
planned goals for butter and meat are considerably below 
prewar levels. the planned 1950 indices can con- 
sidered all reliable, would indicate how poor food 
production was during the immediate postwar period. De- 
spite the fact that 1950 meat and dairy goals were only 
fraction prewar production, neither Estonian nor Lat- 
vian planned indices were fulfilled. Since information 
the Lithuanian situation for this period scanty, definite 
statements that country are difficult make although, 
because the similarity internal conditions, fair 
assume that such was the case there well. 

Contained the Fourth Five Year Plan were provisions 
for food plant facility expansion. The Estonian plan 
(Sovetskaya Estonia, July 17, 1946) called for construction 
and rebuilding bread bakeries with annual capacity 
55.5 thousand tons Kohtla, Kivioli, Narva and Kures- 
saare. also called for constructing fruit and vegetable 
canneries with total annual capacity five million cans 
and the creation the raw material bases supply them. 
The Fourth Five Year Plan results (Sovetskaya Estonia, 
June 15, 1951) indicate that five new large bread bakeries 
had been built and two canneries established. Further, 
series freezers were set up. Whether these newly-con- 
structed enterprises’ capacities compare the projected 
production envisaged the plan not known. 

The Latvian Fourth Five Year Plan goals (Sovetskaya 
Latvia, July 31, 1946) called for restoration milk, but- 
ter and cheese dairies full prewar output. Further, 
planned restoration the Riga meat combine, and the 


Latvia Figures, Riga, 1938; Gosudarstvennii Plan 
Razvitia Narodnogo Khoziaistva SSR 1941 god, Moscow. Sovets- 
kaya Latvia, July 31, 1946, June 13, 1951; International Yearbook 
Agricultural Statistics 1941-42 1945-46, Vol. Rome, 1947. 

This figure for 1938 dairy production only. 

This figure for 1936-37. 

This figure for 1935. 


Lithuanian Food 


1950 
1950 Plan Fulfillment 

Index Index 
Plan (1940= (1945= Plan 
Prewar 1941 Goal 100) 100) 1955 
butter (thousand tons) 16.0 200 420 35.0 


rehabilitation refrigeration storage capacities Riga 
(6000 tons) and Liepaja (3000 tons). The Plan also 
envisaged new milk combine for Riga. Latvian plan 
results (Sovetskaya Latvia, June 13, 1951) gave indica- 
tion whether these facilities were built. 

Although little detailed information Lithuanian Plan 
goals currently available, the Lithuanian Plan results 
(Sovetskaya Litva, June 12, 1951) announced the following 
reconstructed: the Kaunas meat processing plant, the 
Panevezys, Mariampole and Pavenciai sugar plants, and the 
Kaunas and Siauliai deep-freezer storage facilities. The 
report also announced reconstruction Vilnius butter 
factory. 

The current status the food industry throughout the 
entire Soviet Empire was succinctly summed USSR 
Premier Malenkov his August 1953 speech (Radio 
Moscow): “The urgent task lies raising sharply two 
three years the people’s supply foodstuffs 
have not far been sufficiently satisfying the growing 
needs the population for meat, milk, eggs and other 
stockbreeding products.” 

The food production charts indicate that the planned 
goal for 1955 the Fifth Five Year Plan for butter was de- 
signed bring production about prewar levels. 
part the overall Soviet bloc program increase hog- 
breeding, pork production probably expanded. Egg 
statistics indicate proposed goals considerably below pre- 
war levels. The originally projected 1955 livestock goals 
were scaled down considerably under the recent decision 
the Soviet Republics (see November food produc- 
tion goals have probably also been scaled down commen- 
1955 Plan figures are available for Latvia, 
but the goals are probably proportional those for Lithu- 
ania and Estonia. 

Current levels Baltic food production can seen 
the annual plan results. For example, the 1951 plan re- 
sults for Estonia (Rahva Haal, January 25, 1952) an- 
nounced the butter production plan fulfilled percent. 


Sovetskaya Nov. 19, 1950, Apr. 25, 1951, June 
12, 1951; Plan Razvitia Narodnogo Khozaistva 
SSR 1941 god, Moscow; Raw Materials and Foodstuffs, Geneva, 
1939; Agriculture and Statistics, Dillingen, Germany, 
1948; The Postwar Stalin Five-Year Plan Volodarsky, Mos- 
cow, 1946. 

This figure for 1939. Raw Materials and Foodstuffs gives 
the 1935 production figure for beet sugar thousand tons, while 
the 1938 figure given thousand tons. 

This the figure for actual 1950 production. 

This figure for 1938. 
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From the Soviet Union Lithuania* 
(Dotted area Lithuania) 


Petrozavodsk 


Gorki 
from Magnitogorsk 
7 
¢ 9 from 
Stolingrad 
j e Kiev olingra 


Radio from Riga 

Timber, northern species, from Petrozavodsk 
Looms, turning-lathes Leningrad 

Loom Lathe equipment from Sverdlovsk 

Turning-lathes, watches from Moscow 
Motor vehicles from Gorki 

Assorted iron from Magnitogorsk 

Silver from Chita 

Noble metals from Talda-Kurgan 

Tractors from Stalingrad 

Combines and tractor ploughs from Rostov 
Turbines for kolkhoz power from Erevan 
Fishing trawlers Kiev 


The 1952 plan was reported (Radio Tallinn, February 
1953) fulfilled 102 percent, and the 1953 plan (Rahva 
Haal, February 10, 1954) fulfilled only percent. 
Similarly, Latvian plan results for 1952 and 1953 (Cina, 
February 1954) announced butter plan fulfilled only 
percent each year. plan fulfillment statistics for 
Lithuania were given, probably indicating that the dairy 
situation there even more critical than Estonia and 
Latvia (see section livestock, November issue) 


Expansion Industrial Facilities 


Aside from expanding food, consumer goods, construc- 
tion materials, extractive and power industries—common 
all three Baltic countries—each them has been as- 
signed specific specialized industries for which they are 
responsible. For example, previously mentioned, the 
Fifth Five Year Plan called for development machine 
building, shipbuilding, turbine and machine tool manu- 
facture Lithuania; electrical machinery, machine tools 
and shipbuilding Latvia; shipbuilding and electrical 
machinery manufacture Estonia. Information con- 
struction, expansion, plant facilities production these 
undertakings extremely difficult obtain because they 


From Lithuania the Soviet Union* 


(Dotted area Lithuania) 


Arkhangel 


BALTIC 


SEA Primorski 


— 7 ————_ 10 Ulan-Ude 


° Tashken 


Kiev 


Electric meters Latvia 

Knitted, sewed, fur clothing Arkhangel 
Shoes and clothing Sverdlovsk 

Shoes, furniture, plywood Moscow 
Clothing Primorski Krai (Maritime Territory) 
Ulan-Ude 

Steam turbines, lathes Kuibishev 
Prefabricated Tashkent 

Electric meters Stalinabad 

Metal scaffolds, fashioned casting Stalingrad 

Wood —Stalino 

Dyeing apparatus Kiev 

Sovetskaya Litva (Vilnius), March 1954 


are considered strategic importance, are controlled 
Moscow ministries, and information regarding them 
closely-guarded secret. 

Some limited information, however, available 
type installations being expanded. For example, the 
Estonian Fourth Five Year Plan goals Estonia, 
July 17, 1946) called for establishing medium-size rolling 
mill with annual capacity 5,000 tons, and also pro- 
vided for reconstructing the former Dvigatel metallurgical 
plant Tallinn, the Voit, Ader and Edu agricultural ma- 
chinery plants, and the radio receiver plant “Punane Ret.” 
The Fourth Five Year Plan results (Sovetskaya Estonia, 
June 15, 1951) announced that the “Volta” electric motor 
plant had been rebuilt, and that during the Plan (1946- 
1950), the following industrial products were made: asyn- 
chronous electric motors, boring machines, industrial equip- 
ment for the peat and oil-shale industries and for road 
construction, radio receivers, etc. Recent reports indicate 
that the “Volta” plant Tallinn also manufacturing 
synchronous motors suitable for elevators. 1953, that 


The maps trace the pattern trade between the Lithuanian 
SSR and other areas the Soviet Union. Although they not 


present the volume goods traded, they show 


value other areas the USSR, her dependence them, and 
what extent the country was integrated the Soviet framework. 
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plant placed much emphasis producing large engines, 
the main recipients which were the Stalingrad, Kuiby- 
shev, and Kharkov power plants. They also supplied 
smaller 245 engines the Volga-Don canal construc- 
tion works, the Turkmenistan construction works, the 
metallurgical plant Tchelabinsk, several Moscow build- 
ing enterprises, the Sverdlovsk machine building plant, the 
Borysov elevator factory, and mines and factories Lenin- 
Novosibirsk, Dnepropetrovsk and Odessa. The “Volta” 
plant has been having production difficulties recent 
years, chiefly with the inferior quality Soviet raw mate- 
rials, particularly pig-iron, with the low standard train- 
ing workers, and with intra-plant planning. 

The Fourth Five Year Plan goals for Latvia (Sovetskaya 
Latvia, July 31, 1946) provided for erection and operation 
three new plants: steel mill with ten thousand ton 
capacity, instrument plant with annual production 
capacity two million rubles, and mechanical repair 
workshop with capacity for performing five million 
rubles repairs annually. The Plan also called for re- 
building and enlarging the plants: “Red Metallurgist,” 
carbuilding works and locomotive and 
car-repair shop. Latvian Secretary Kalnberzins (in 
Ten Years Soviet Latvia) stated that during the Fifth 
Five Year Plan, the following industrial plants had been 
put into operation’: the Riga Electrical Engineering Works 
(REZ) and the Automobile Electrical Apparatus Plant 
(AEA). REZ makes electrical equipment and apparatus 
for electrical railways, subways and trolley cars, while 
AEA makes electrical apparatus for the USSR’s auto- 
motive industries. The Riga Electrical Engineering Plant 
(VEF) was restored shortly after the war. According 
Kalnberzins, the 1949 output was 3.5 times greater than 
1946. The plant now purportedly manufacturing radio 
receivers, telephone apparatus, repeater equipment, etc. 
Another important industrial enterprise presently opera- 
tion Latvia the “Sarkanais” metallurgy plant 
Liepaja. Reports indicate that new machines have been 
installed since the Soviet occupation, such sheet-iron 
rolling machine, and the “Martin” furnace section has 


1In his 1954 budget report, Latvian Finance Minister Manoilo 
stated that “the metallurgical, metal-working and machine-build- 
ing branches have achieved the leading place [Latvian] industry. 
The above branches have now reached percent the total 
industrial output, whereas was only percent 1938. 


been enlarged. Almost all pig-iron produced the plant 
shipped the USSR. Although the plant has been 
under the jurisdiction the Ministry Local Industries, 
two its departments, the “Martin” furnace and foundry 
sections, are directly subordinate Moscow. 

According April 25, 1954 Cina article, Riga sup- 
plies some percent Latvia’s industrial production. 
Several new enterprises are now operating the city. 
Radio Riga broadcast May 1954, reported radio 
plant operation called the Popov plant. was reported 
have produced 586 sets its first year, and last year 
(1953), some 90,000 sets. 

was pointed out, Lithuanian industrial production 
has shown slower rate growth than Latvian and Esto- 
nian production. For example, the end the Fourth 
Five Year Plan, the Lithuanian industrial production index 
was equal 193.5 (1940 100), while the indices were 
302.5 and 330.2 for Latvia and Estonia respectively. Other 
than establishment and expansion food, consumer goods 
and construction materials industries, few industrial plant 
facilities expansions were envisaged. September 16, 1952 
speech Chairman the Lithuanian SSR Council 
Ministers, Gedvilas (Izvestia, September 16, 1952) indi- 
cated that the draft directives the XIX Party Congress 
emphasized the development machine-building enter- 
prises. Gedvilas stated that there was currently under con- 
struction (in 1952) electric motor plant and large 
electrical equipment plant. also said, Lithuanian 
industries’ ever-increasing need for small-section steel 
makes expedient construct within the network the 
Republic Local industries plant for manufacturing small- 
roll steel.” 

Several days later, First Secretary the Lithuanian CP, 
Snieckus, his report the VII Congress the 
Lithuanian September 30, 1952), revealed that 
Lithuania there were plants manufacturing lathes 
(Zhalgiris factory), steam turbines (Peragale works 
Kaunas), dyeing devices, electric meters, and electro-me- 
chanical devices (Elfa factory). Current industrial plant 
expansion Lithuania was touched April 27, 1954 
Radio Vilnius broadcast Snieckus when said was 
necessary construct plant for production small parts 
for tractor-automobiles. “Such plant,” declared, 
“could also satisfy the demands the other Western regions 
the Soviet Union.” 


American Policy 


The United States policy toward Soviet incorporation the Baltic States was 
enunciated Acting Secretary State Sumner Welles July 23, 1940, and 
remains the present American policy. this day, the United States continues 
recognize the diplomatic representatives the last legal government Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania. Mr. Welles stated 1940: 


“The policy this Government universally known. The people the United 
States are opposed predatory activities matter whether they are carried 
the use force the threat force. They are likewise opposed any 
form intervention the part one state, however powerful, the domestic 
concerns any other sovereign state, however 
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LIDOVA OPOSICE 

VYHLASUJE 
ZNE SEBEOBRANY 
NARODA 


KOMU PATRI ZEN? 


2nd se zotoly. Zemédéici sklizeji rysiedky své celorotn! préce. 
V této dobé si musime viichni — zemédélci i nezemédéici — 
polotiti otézky: No stole skonci note obili? Budou Tvé déti 
mit buchty pienice, kterou jsi vypéstoval, bude Tv 
kréjet chiéb ze Zito, které jsi zose!, dostonow Tvoji pibuzni a 
piételé podil z Tvé sklizné? Budou ¢eskosioveniti né *odne 
zésobovani? Ansbo pohiti nenasytny chiten Sovétského svezu 
lichvétsky stéfni obchod préci Tvych mozold? 


NEBUDEME PYKAT CHYBY REZIMU! 
Dnes tatdy som © tom, ick se bude mit zim’. Vzpometime, te 


nedowny serd KSC potyrdil rcelo oteviené naprosty kroch remédéiské polity 
$:-oky musil te JZD tivo?i, hektorove vynosy nedosohy: o/edve. 
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The Harvest Leaflet— 
weapon the Czechoslo- 

vak People’s Opposition cam- 
paign propagate its Ten Demands 


Operation Veto entered its sixth month. 
Mounted the Free Europe Press and Radio Free Europe, 
this campaign provided the first sustained Western political 
warfare operation coordinated basis: printed and 
spoken word together. Broadly, the Veto plan has been 
promote program concrete and attainable demands 
for the anti-Communist people Czechoslovakia. These 
demands were not intended either new startling; 
instead, they were the culling what the people them- 
selves were striving for and they were summed “The 
Ten Demands the Czechoslovak People’s Opposition.” 

The Ten Demands, constituting the initial action pro- 


_gram for the People’s Opposition, first appeared twenty 


million copies the Freedom Ballot which were sent 
balloon into Czechoslovakia during the first two weeks 
May. The Demands were further dramatized, interpreted 
and commented Radio Free Europe broadcasts, and 
subsequent publications, including the first edition 
Free Europe (Svobodna Europa). This combination 
the Opposition’s magazine the air, and its Voice Free 


Operation Veto 


combined political warfare operation: the 
printed and spoken word. 


Czechoslovakia, helped explain the first phase Veto’s 
program: tell what the Ten Demands are. 

May six days after the first balloon was launched, 
the Communist regime protested the balloon action the 
Embassy Prague. Within two weeks, regime counter- 
propaganda was using Veto’s own terminology: Rude 
Pravo (Prague), May 11, declared that “the emigres who 
now collaborate with the reaction and the Nazis have 
chosen new name—they call themselves the People’s 
Opposition.” 

June, the next phase the campaign opened with 
the launching the Masaryk Letter and new edition 
Free Europe. The object these leaflets was explain 
why the Ten Demands; state the aims the Peo- 
ple’s Opposition. Five questions were posed: What the 
Czechoslovak People’s Opposition? What does want 
achieve? What are its Ten Demands? Why does step 
its activities this time? What can you, member 
the People’s Opposition, do? 

The Masaryk Letter provided the answers these ques- 
tions. Thus, answer the question what the Czecho- 
slovak people can achieve the objectives the Op- 
position, the Masaryk Letter advised them: “To aware 
and strengthen the people’s national solidarity. 
choose the area, according local conditions, which 
you can best work for the Ten Demands. select the 
Demand which you can best propagate. assist your 
fellow citizens the same, rely them, and 
trust that there truth and strength and victory the 
people.” 

During this period, the regime decided try “ostraciz- 
ing” the balloon operation, the chance that withholding 
all comment might more effective than expressing its 
discomfiture. But the regime was unable prevent inter- 
nal evidence Veto’s impact from escaping through chan- 
nels other than their own official press. Probably the most 
poignant evidence was that borne out Czechoslovakia 
the beginning June carrier pigeon which had 
gone astray. few days before Whitsuntide, June 
pigeon fancier the German town Klautzenbach had 
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sent flock carrier pigeons friend Nuerenberg, 
with instructions release them fly back the sender. 
The Nuerenberg contact released the pigeons instructed, 
and all except one immediately returned their owner 
the same day. The one pigeon which did not return with 
the flock reappeared three days later. had apparently 
lost its way and, was subsequently determined, had been 
picked somewhere the vicinity Pilsen Czecho- 
slovakia. Attached its leg was rubber ring with 
message Czech requesting that the information con- 
tained therein directly forwarded “Radio Free Eu- 
rope and the Voice America.” translation the 
message read: 


“We have found way send you letter through the 
Iron Curtain, which easy matter. 

“We listen your broadcasts which present com- 
pletely accurate picture life behind the Iron Curtain. 
Tell how can effectively combat Communism and 
the tyrannical dictatorship here. The leaflets coming from 
West Germany are helping our fight and are being 
eagerly gathered and read the population. Although 
the Communists try collect these leaflets and destroy 
them, even sending the young Pioneers [Communist youth 
organization members] out pick them up, they are un- 
successful 

“We are taking every opportunity work against the 
regime and everything our power undermine it. 

plead with you not slow down the 
fight against Communism because Communism must 
stamped out. beg for speedy liberation from the 
power the Kremlin and the establishment United 
Europe.” 


The message was signed: “Unbowed Pilsen.” 


Harvest Self-Defense 


the beginning July, three million copies Har- 
vest Leaflet, proclaiming the “Harvest Self-Defense,” 
marked the first stage explaining the people how 
they could achieve the Ten Demands. Its specific concern 
was with Demand #5: More Serfdom*, and Demand 
#6: Quotas, Smaller The leaflet explained 
the agricultural situation light the admissions fail- 
ure made the Czechoslovak regime the Tenth Party 
Congress held June. warned its readers that the re- 
gime will attempt compensate for its own blunders 
forcing still more deliveries. 

“To whom does the harvest 
and then replied: 


the leaflet asked 
“The crops belong those who culti- 


*Demand #5: More farmer must free 
leave the collectives without persecution and regain collec- 
tivized property rightfully his. The National Committees must 
ensure equal treatment for private farmers and collectives, equal 
credits and bulk-buying prices, larger plots, and establish- 
ment farmers’ organization. 


Demand #6: Quotas, Smaller Ones—Delivery quotas 
are temporary evil. While they exist, the local National Com- 
mittees must exert influence the district National Committees 
ensure just apportionment quotas. Non-fulfillment quotas 
means mistaken estimates the State. The local National Com- 
mittee must see that the farmer not penalized the 
errors Communist planning, 


vate them.” The leaflet pointed out that, following the 
riots June 1953 and the continued resistance the 
farmers, the regime had yielded—delivery quotas were 
lowered, commodity prices raised, and credits eased. Thus, 
said the leaflet, possible compel the regime make 
concessions. Six possibilities for action were proposed: 


For independent farmers: 
have fulfilled.” 

For kolkhoz farmers: “Demand recompense kind 

fodder], then make deliveries the State.” 

For National Committee members: 

constituents regime demands].” 


“Delivery quotas not 


“Protect your 


For State Purchasing agents: “Cooperate with the 
farmers, else starve with them.” 

For the Police: “If you want eat, not report 
the farmers [who resist].” 


For village government functionaries: “Now the 
time show that you recognize the treachery the 
Party leadership.” 


Accompanying the leaflet was the sticker below, depicting 
four men protecting sheaves corn from the greedy mouth 
Communist official, with the slogan “Harvest Self- 
Defense—1954.” Concurrent with the leaflet, new edi- 
tion Free Europe was launched two million copies. 
contained summary the message the Harvest 
Leaflet, and article discussing ways and means for im- 
plementing farmer’s resignation from kolkhoz. 
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SVOBODNA EVROPA 


NEBUDE NOVEHO MNICHOVA 


Koncem obdobi, kdy zemé svobod- 
Washingtoné omericky president Eisenhower 
britskym ministerskym Churchillem. 


Viéde o strano te nebudé rofnikom brénif vo vystupoven! z kolchoz- 
nych druistiev. Ministerstvo polnohospodérstve podolo dokonce dita 24. janvérc 
t. vyklad, ako se.mé postupoval pri odchode z koichoznych druistiev. Mini- 
sterstvo polnohospodarsive v tejto zpréve hovori celkom~ jednoznatae, fe 
rofnici musie pri svojom vystupe dostof vielky pédu, inventér, ktory do 
drutstve viotili, a iné prevédrkové potreby, ako sé krmivd, osivé a umelé 
hnojivé (Gradny list RCS, Ciestke 10). 


Tisice podalo 
JRD. povinnosfou JRD 
vyborov, aby po- 
ného hospodérenia rychlym 

Uroda iff tomy, kdo ji stove. 

2 Pofnohospodari nebudé tof spolotne do spolotnych réseb. Spolotné totve 
je prostriedok pre ita! ,aby okrado! polnohospodére o vysiedok jeho préce. 

3. Pofnohospedéri sa brénif tak rvene| .pomeci” traktorevych 
stonic, ktorych ceny st dternicke o pre rofnikey nednosné. 


4 Potnohospodéri sa nedajd viékaf do rofaickych drvistiey odmietny torif 
nové druisiva. 


5. Pofaohospodéri sa ratné vi teraz pripravovel na vystépenie 2 IRD. Budd 
s0 usilovaf o rvelebovanie svojich zdhumenkov, oby sa tieto mohli staf z6kladom 
ich buddceho samostatného hospodérenic. 


JEJICH SMERNICE ROK 1955 


byla provedena revise dosavadni praxe. Zatalo 
dévé dokonce mistnim organisacim strany roku 

prodebatovat. 


The initiation the Harvest campaign goaded the 
regime press into renewed outbursts invective: one 
week (August 3-10), direct attacks Veto appeared 
the Czechoslovak press. Rovnost (Brno), July 27, 
branded the Harvest Self-Defense “an instigation 
organize starvation.” The newspaper declared: “The filth 
the garbage dump the world, represented gang 
traitors and collaborators, assume that they will succeed 
preventing even wrecking our victorious march to- 
ward Socialism. Financed Wall Street, these gangsters 
furiously launch actions which only prove their helpless- 
ness. Thus, happened that recently leaflets were dropped 
our territory, appealing for the destruction the 
crops. Our people, however, make their own judgment: 
the one side lies concern for the food supply the 
nation; the other, instigation organize starvation. 


Prace (Prague), August demanded: “Now what 
their [the emigre traitors’] advice? They would like see 
that there harvest—suddenly they claim, “The crops 
belong those who cultivate them.’ 


July 31, Radio Prague broadcast statement one 
Frantisek Zvolsky, presented converted agent who 
voluntarily returned Czechoslovakia expose the con- 
spiracies the Czechoslovak emigration and the Western 
powers, which attacked the balloon operation 
plot Intelligence. 


Radio Prague, August attacked the People’s Opposi- 
tion satirical terms: 


“Formerly they used call themselves ‘Crusaders for 
and when they found this would not help them 
much here (since our people have had historic experience 
with Crusaders and know how treat them—by means 
gently) they repainted their company sign and, all 
sudden, there was the ‘People’s 

“This was the new name for the people who, with the 
help balloons, are dispatching leaflets our territory 
the most provocative manner. Their true aims—to disrupt 
the Republic and incite the people—are disguised 
flimsy demagogic garb. 

have had our experiences with Crusaders. They 
took their licking centuries ago. that time they ran 
fast that even the Cardinal lost his purple hat—and al- 
most his head. And even this disguise ‘Opposition’ can- 
not save these Crusaders from the same fate. 


Communist press and radio reaction have demonstrated 
the extent regime vulnerability Operation Veto. 
also possible trace the press how the people 
Czechoslovakia accept the Ten Demands authentic ex- 


Eight-page issue Free Europe magazine sent Czechoslo- 
vakia during the Harvest Self-Defense. This the backbone 
publication Operation Veto. The six issues sent since the 
start Veto contain articles outlining and commenting the 
Ten Demands and the People’s Opposition program, and provide 
statistical and analytical material pin down regime lies 
promises, and contrast life behind the Iron Curtain with life 
the Free World. Cartoons, photographs, maps and picture lay- 
outs are used illustrate and reinforce the text. The contents 
this issue are described Radio Free Europe script (see page 32). 
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The Ten Demands the Opposition 


Trade Unions for Trade Unionists 

More Pay, Less Propaganda 

Workers Must Not Chained Their Jobs 
State Regimentation Free Time 

More Serfdom 

Quotas, Smaller Ones 

Autonomy for the Local National Committees 
Goods for the People, Not for the Soviets 
Back Servicing the Customer 

Housing for Families, Not for the State 


— 


pressions their own self-interest. There evidence 
spreading disaffection among local Trade Unionists and 
farmers; what the Ten Demands have done channel 
this generalized pressure into concrete possibilities for 
action. 

the industrial sector the economy, the July 
speech Josef Tesla, chairman the URO (Revolu- 
tionary Trade Union Movement) shows how traditional 
(as opposed State) trade unionism—called “social de- 
mocratism”—is disturbing the regime: 


“All cases ‘social democratism’ Union activity lead 
protection unjustified low norms, various theories 
Union organization yielding such opinions will yield 
the pressure for wage increases not based higher pro- 
ductivity. The danger ‘social democratism’ al- 
ways evident where Union officials succumb the 
elementary pressure employees. (Prace, July 3). 


Other extracts from the press reveal: “In the Metz 
works Stepanov and the ZPS works Lisen, Union 
officers directly opposed the norm setters order pro- 
tect low norms and unjustified high earnings” (Prace, July 
“At the meeting the Central Committee the 
Construction Workers Union was disclosed that the 
manager Prumstav Pilsen, together with the chair- 
man the shop committee, had publicly announced that 
employees could home Fridays and return work 
late Monday” (Prace, July 6). “Union organi- 
zations must blamed [for absenteeism and high labor 
turnover] since they wantonly permit the extension va- 
cations and are indulgent toward shift skippers and job 
changers” (Prace, July 10). Nova Svoboda (Ostrava), 
August 24, reported the following situation Trojica: 


“The preparation the August Sunday work shift 
shows that the workers are cut off from the Party organiza- 
tion committee. Saturday morning’s meeting was 
announced that some 200 tons coal could mined 
Sunday. But manpower was lacking. Only the morn- 
ing meeting was revealed that the foreman, who had 
promised his collective would take part the Sunday 
shift, had spoken for himself only and not for the whole 
collective. announced that the collective would not 


odovrdojd, a2 ¢o zostone. Fuekcionéri Miestnych nérodnych vyborev sa 
vsilovaf © stonovenie bnosnych doddévkovych povinosti chrénit tych. 
ktor! dodévky spinif neméiv. Organy vytupaych komisii budd vykupovol ten 
to, do im rofnici dobrovolne na vykup pondknu; budd vanévof to nojvytive 
okostné triedy o nebudy vymahof dodriovonie vykupnych lehdt. Clenevie Sbore 
nérodne} bezpetnosti so postovia no strany o zomitio o prehliodny vietty 
nedostatky, ktoré mécf zomicof a prehliodny!. Clenevie KSC na vidieku. 
ktori prezreli zradu viddy no tude, vyviijé svojho postovenia no to, aby 
osud rofniko, o nebudi robit retimy oni popohaheta ani vdevoto. 


Spolotnym zésahom opozicie, kaidy 


PRIPRAVIT SAMOSTATNE HOSPODARENIE 


Piate potiadevke teskoslovenske| fudove] oporicie: Rofnici mois pravo vystupo- 


Nova firmo — story 


VZROST SPOTREBY JEN O2A POL PROCENTA! 


Ale.co naplat! Kdy? maji prozradit tisla a fakto, ty lezou ta bodava, pro- 
tilidové Sidlo z pyte o pichaji stejné tok, jako pichévala za Gottwaldovy pétiletky. 


ICH DESIATKA 
1, ,,Hektarové viynesy temickov, cukrovej repy, fanu, 
chmefy a plodin nedosichli predvojnove| vyiky.” 
3. ,,Stevy hovEdzrieho dobytke so zn/fili.” 
4. Vfroba miieka sa znifilc.” 


5. ,,Osevné plochy se rnifili proti predvojnovémy stove 
© 500 000 hektdrov.” 


6. .Vo vjrobe masa pocifujeme urtité nedostatky.” 
7. ,,Pofnohospodérsivy neboli dodané vhodné stroje.” 
.Znoine investiind vistevba polaoho:po- 


%. ,Pestovanie zemiakev je nds tiel zneine zanedbané.” 


10. .Doliim véinym nedostotkom fivotiine| viroby, a te 
hlevne v socialisfickom sektore, je bynutie miedého 
dobytke.” 


Predseda viady Viliom Siroky dia 13. jdne 1954 
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Summer drawing close, and pause take 
stock: does fight against the government exist our 
country? This government has betrayed much and 
trodden much underfoot; has crossed off the list 
the free and many respects also off the list civilized 
nations. have doubts that such government de- 
serves fought against. But control our wishes. 
fight cannot painted the wall fight exists, 
maybe can, but what would the 

are now watching most carefully the fate the fig- 
ure ten, which has become famous figure and which 
lodged the throat like bone. The figure 
ten symbolizes the Ten Demands the People’s Opposi- 
tion, and somebody says “ten,” somebody writes 
fence, everybody the whole country knows what 
meant it. The figure ten has become ubiquitous. 
The government was recently standing rostrum St. 
Wencelaus Square receive homage, but the under- 
side the planks which was standing was painted 
the figure ten. official rides car from one ministry 
another and leaves the car unwatched for while; when 
returns, finds, inside it, leaflets with the figure ten. 
policeman stands front police headquarters and 
watches. turns around, the figure ten appears, stuck 
his back. 

this matter minds are sharply divided: the people 
hail the figure ten, the government hates and persecutes 
high treason. Sometimes the government has fires 
lighted the city squares and burns leaflets which have 
the figure ten. What will accomplished piece 
paper burned? The Ten Demands had been the 
hearts the people before they were printed paper. 
seems that the government has already discovered that 
not much will accomplished burning, and right now 
thinks that calumny will destroy more thoroughly than 
fire. The latest line government propaganda de- 
clare that the Ten Demands the People’s Opposition are 
the work American spies. One the demands 
the People’s Opposition increase wages. Did 
American spy come you and persuade you that your 
wages should higher? Did American spy inspire 
your wish that the government would respect the eight- 
hour working day? the work American espionage 
that you want choose your profession freely? 
foreign intrigue you want national industry produce 
more goods for domestic consumption? farmer who 
wants own his harvest—did really have meet, 
first, American, British French spy the dark woods 
midnight? possible that the government has man- 
aged persuade you that all this, all the Demands the 
People’s Opposition, come not from your own feelings but 
from the promptings American spies? not pos- 
sible; therefore, are not unduly concerned with these 
tricks government propaganda. The government’s mis- 


fortune that has labelled the work foreign espion- 
age all the old, well known demands for which labor 
unions have fought for decades, the program which would 
have grown naturally out your hard life even there 
were America. Only one further step remains: for the 
government persuade you that you would not breathe 
the Americans did not incite you 

The first [national committees election] return from 
Prague was revealing that was really careless the 
government have announced all. announced 
that got the lowest percentage votes, percent, 
the city district Holesovice, and the highest percentage, 
percent, the city district Dejvice. Holesovice, 
you the district poor workers’ dwellings, and 
Dejvice, you also know, the district luxurious villas 
which the government employees now reside. 

Quietly, behind various screens, has grown new, more 
powerful and merciless class than any that ever existed 
before. probably not particularly important that the 
members this new class live villas and 
less bountiful than those the black marketeers during 
the war. What gives them the character special class 
that they have been entrusted with immense power over 
other people. Who has the power decision over your 
daily life and over what you may read and how you may 
amuse yourself—is not this Who can lower wages, 
withdraw merchandise from the market, confiscate sav- 
ings, export secretly Russia, determine your needs and 
the pattern your socks, put you prison—is not this 
class? Any member this ruling class: party secretary, 
labor functionary, security officer, member the 
plant militia can, through simple denunciation, send 
worker forced labor camp. the entire civilized era 
mankind there has been class whose power 
little restricted. They are the new employers, and there 
appeal from their will, either through the strike, which 
forbidden, through the trade union, whose members 
now themselves belong the ruling class. This new class 
can play with the citizen’s life, with the contents his 
plate. has much power, surrounded the 
police, that can exploit any way finds suitable; for 
Russia, wants to, for its political party, wants to. 

When the Ten Demands the People’s Opposition ap- 
peared, the citizenry Czechoslovakia split and took 
class stand them: the government, its employees, the 
police, the plant militia, the Russian ambassador, the Rus- 
sian directors our factories, the bureaucrats, the plan- 
ners—all these adopted negative attitude because they 
need nothing improve their life class. But the 
workers the mines, the steel mills, all the industrial 
plants, and all those working the fields adopted posi- 
tive attitude because, class, they need the fulfillment 
the Ten Demands make their life better. far 
know, there has been great difference between Com- 
munists this class and the other workers. The class 
struggle has spread into the belly the Communist Party. 
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Leaflet landing points known from regime admissions and refugee reports 


The number the parenthesis indicates the number re- 
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The results operation such Veto cannot assessed with scientific precisions 
and official data from the target area are unattainable. Naturally, the Czechoslovak regime will 
this not provide complete list targets hit, report effectiveness. However, the com- 
ary, bined processes regime press and radio reports leaflet landings, refugee interviews and 
the hindcast, possible delimit the approximate areas where messages were found and cir- 
culated. the basis these methods combined, direct evidence indicates that Veto mes- 
sages were circulated localities, area some 36,000 square miles out total 
area 49,000, among population estimated 11,800,000 out the country’s total 
13,000,000. 
nich 
bers 
workers were coming into the personnel office requesting delivery agricultural products realistic. There 
leave. percent were vacation, which twice reason why should not (Rude Pravo, July 
much the The 7). August Rude Pravo complained that UAC 
absenteeism stood loses members were demanding their share the crop 
ap- valuable hours every day negotiating with people who 
efore fulfilling the State delivery quotas. The same news- 
want take leave. The director complains that the Party that UAC 
necessary fulfill the production plan. vesting their private backyard plots and neglecting the 
harvest for the State. 
Thus, Union functionaries protect low norms (Demand Nova Svoboda, August 24, named Operation Veto’s 
#1); protect “unjustified” pay (Demand and campaign direct cause the agricultural 
indulgent toward absentee workers and job changers “It certainly necessary that our agriculture pro- 
(Demand #3); extend the workers’ vacations and time more. cannot disregard the fact that there 
off (Demand #4). would much more meat, butter, eggs and other produce 
the agricultural sector, Demand asserts: every settlement would fulfill its contract deliveries. Un- 
fulfillment delivery quotas reflects mistaken estimates til now this has not been done. The traitors the nation 
the State.” The regime entered into direct argument with, who, for Judas silver, send balloons and leaflets our 
this statement when its press declared: “The plan for the even encourage, means the broadcasting 


e 


station the so-called Free Europe, those who are in- 
different the needs the people. Shamelessly they 
urge them not fulfill their contract deliveries. 

The degree which State planning has been adversely 
affected nonfulfillment quotas has been indicated 
regime admission Rude Pravo, August 26, that the 
bulk-buying plan was running almost third behind last 
year number regions. Even more striking was 
sudden about-face regime agricultural planning policy, 
accompanied strong criticism past policy, reported 
Svobodne Slovo, August 25: 

“The process specifying individual tasks the agri- 
cultural plan will this year adjusted such way 
offer the greatest scope for applying the farmers’ initia- 
tive and experience. 

short, decentralizing and “de-bureaucratizing,” the 
regime has yielded the farmers’ demands for more free- 
dom and initiative, even though the regime recognizes that 


this gives the farmer much greater opportunity sabotage 
the State plan and the State economy. 

edition Free Europe issued August con- 
tained articles dealing with compulsory deliveries, recalled 
the repeal last summer the decree punishing absentee- 
ism, attacked the inadequacy the regime helping the 
Czechoslovak flood victims, and followed with report 
Eisenhower’s offer food relief. The lead article cited 
instances victories won the people local contests 
with the regime, observing that “it has been done, and will 
done again even better.” 

“It has been done, and will done again even better” 
—on that principle, Operation Veto continues, bringing 
the captive people the Soviet bloc not merely symbolic 
reassurance Western interest their welfare, but con- 
crete action program, based proven causes dissatis- 
faction inside the country and geared realistic goals: 
today, concessions; tomorrow, freedom. 


The Bear’s Paw 


the capital cities the “People’s Democracies,” 


the Soviets are attempting 


have the Russian language accepted the Western embassies the official diplo- 
matic language, least put equal footing with French. Contrary 
previous practice, communications sent the Soviets Western embassies are now 
being written Russian and often the Cyrillic alphabet. new book listing the 
names all foreign diplomats and embassy officials was recently published Buda- 
pest both French and Russian. French still the only official diplomatic language 


used the Western embassies. 
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Education Hungary Under the New Course 


“Education weapon the efficacy which depends upon the one who holds 
his hands, and the one who struck down it.” 


EVER before history has government put much 
stress the molding youth have the Com- 
munists wherever they have risen State control. 

This stems partly from the doctrinaire rationalism Com- 
munist ideology, according which man merely the 
product external influences which can scientifically 
imposed upon him. The New Course launched Hun- 
gary July 1953 was the consequence the govern- 
ment’s realization that grave internal crisis had arisen 
the country. The Communists were fully aware that the 
crisis was not purely economic one, that its causes were 
also psychological. Thus, the New Course had ex- 
tended the field which the future was being shaped: 
the field education. 

his announcement the New Course July 1953, 
the new Premier, Imre Nagy, made the following observa- 
tions: 


“As far training the new intelligentsia concerned, 
our educational program has become unbalanced. 
have pressed the development college education great 
sacrifice. Now must more conservative this field 
too. must not build castles the air. must devote 
far more attention our public schools, their investment 
allocations must increased, well the number 
schools, classrooms, teachers, order ensure the best 
possible conditions for the elementary education the 
young Hungarians [who are] our hope for the future. 
must admitted that have grievously neglected 
elementary education. Schools kolkhozes, villages, 
and working districts must given more attention, 
more care, more financial support. This will far more 
democratic school policy.” 


the end the first phase the New Course, Premier 


Nagy, his address the National Assembly January 
23, 1954, repeated that “the greatest efforts must 
made develop the general [lower] schools” and added: 
“However, must not provide only material improve- 
ment our general schools, but education richer 
content: true popular and patriotic spirit. here [in 
the general schools] that the foundation the Hungarian 
national character and the education the growing gener- 
ation must laid the spirit Socialist patriotism. 

meet the situation, the Central Committee the 
Hungarian Communist Party drew definitive “resolu- 
tion the present condition and the tasks public educa- 
tion.” The interaction and conflict forces and ideas 
the educational-ideological sphere were more intricate than 
economic matters; consequently, the resolution was not 
published until eight months after the introduction the 
New Course, much later than the resolutions concerning 
economic policy. appeared March 1954, Koz- 
neveles (Public Education), semi-monthly journal the 
Hungary Ministry Education. 

What, specifically, was the “present public 
education? February 1954, Kozneveles carried 
article Magda Joboru, Deputy Minister Education, 
which the shortcomings pre-New Course educational 
policy were revealed: 


“In drawing our plans for education, overlooked 
the principle ‘proportionate progress.’ failed 
improve our general schools and over-expanded and over- 
specialized secondary and higher education. While ac- 
celerated the improvement and expansion higher edu- 
cation, treated our general schools, which the founda- 
tions our people’s education are laid, step-children. 
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have increased the number pupils, but the increase 
the number classrooms has means kept pace. 
For this reason, our farm and village—and many 
instances our are overcrowded and not 
meet either the the 
ments. 

“The basic our educational policy for the 
next few years are determined the present situation. 
The main principle spend the bulk the material 
resources our disposal further developing our general 
schools. must gradually expand the village schools 
which more than grade taught one classroom, the 
neglected school buildings must renovated, school equip- 
ment improved and laboratories and libraries expanded.” 


Minister Education Tibor Erdey-Gruz, writing 
Tarsadalmi Szemle (Budapest), March 1954, gave the fol- 
lowing explanation how the disproportion develop- 
ment the educational apparatus had come about, and 
what had led to: 


“In order complete the process [post-war] recon- 
struction and start the process building Socialism, 
needed thousands new experts. result this re- 
quirement, the mistake was made improving the facil- 
ities for higher education the expense the general 
schools. the funds allotted for public education, very 
little was spent general schools. This proved 
grave mistake, not only because resulted the neglect 
the broadest forms public education, but 
cause the solid foundations high-standard education 
for our new intelligentsia were endangered. became 
evident that for our new intelligentsia acquire ade- 
quate culture not enough improve only the possi- 
bilities for higher education. equally necessary that 
the children the working class, the peasants and the in- 
telligentsia acquire thorough basic education the ele- 
mentary and high schools.” 


Progress terms volume had indeed been made since 
1948; the Communist regime had grasped once that its 
future hinged the immediate raising generation both 
technically skilled and ideologically According 
statistics published Sovejetskaja Pedagogika (Mos- 
cow), No. 1953, the number pupils attending general 
school Hungary increased from 1,099,550 1946-47 
1,196,043 1952-53, with peak 1,229,957 1950-51.* 

The far greater the high school and uni- 
versity enrollment: although the number high schools 
increased only from 405 1947 425 1953, the num- 
ber high school pupils increased from 72,463 1947 
165,000 1953. Universities and academies increased from 
(with 22,645 enrollment) 1948-49, 31, with 
enrollment 45,328, 1952-53. 1954, there were 
53,000 university students Hungary. 

That this quantitative jump had been the expense 
the standard quality was recognized the Communists 


Prior the Communist coup, was compulsory Hungary 
attend school for six years. The Communists established the so- 
called general school, combining the four-year elementary school 
and the first four years the former secondary school. Thus the 
increase enrollment the lower schools partly due the 
increase the number grades. 


the same time that they became aware this phe- 
nomenon the economic sphere. Education, like industry, 
was over-expanded. main feature the New Course 
education is, therefore, the shift emphasis from quantity 
quality. 

For had become apparent that even university students 
did not command minimum mastery basic educational 
tools such spelling and grammar, and the most ele- 
mentary techniques how study. The result could only 
that, although more young people than ever before were 
schools and colleges, they were not being educated. 

Rezso Peery, writing Kozneveles, August 1953, as- 
serted that “it was not much talent knowledge that 
the young people who came the universities lacked 
was the basic aptitude for learning. The urgent need for 
laying the foundations spelling and grammar appeared 
few years ago. appeared high school requirement. 
However, this really task accomplished general 
school, not high school. follows therefore that the 
general school standards must Szabad Nep 
(Budapest) wrote March 22, 1954: “Now and the 
future, our country needs not poorly qualified, but far bet- 
ter trained experts. for this reason that the Central 
Committee has resolved intensify development the 
general schools. The improvement primary and 
secondary education sets heavy task upon our universities 
too; increases the responsibility the chain education 
which the first link the general school and the last link 
the university.” 

The Party resolution set forth the following provision: 
“The financial means available [to the State] for improving 
education must first all used improve and expand 
general schools, particularly village and farm schools, and 
eliminate existing disparities between urban and rural 
schools.” 

Kozneveles wrote August 1953: “Everyone agrees 
that the prerequisite high-standard college and univer- 
sity work high-standard teaching and education sec- 
ondary school. However, order for high schools 
higher requirements, the standard general schools must 
improved. must admit that the requirements the 
high-school curricula are not keeping with the realizable 
standard those high schools whose pupils come from 
farm and village schools. follows therefore that, 
relying the provisions offered the Party, general- 
school standards must 

The shortage teachers, especially specialized teach- 
ers, one the major causes the low level educa- 
tion the general school. Teachers the elementary 
school teach grades rather than subjects, also 
the practice American schools, but now that the gen- 
eral schools Hungary have been expanded include 
the four lower grades high school, there shortage 
specialized teachers. And village schools, not only are all 
subjects taught one teacher, but several grades study 
simultaneously one classroom. Erdey-Gruz 
wrote Szemle, March 1954: 


“One the gravest shortcomings our general schools 
that many cases, especially villages and farms, 
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pupils different grades study together under the guidance 
one teacher. the V-VIII grades the eight-grade 
general school need well-trained specialized teachers. 
have now increased the enrollment teachers’ col- 
leges, and the teacher shortage therefore not seri- 
ous was. There still great shortage classroom 
space. Although many new schools have been built, the 
increase classrooms has not kept pace with the increase 


According Statisztikai Tajekoztato (Budapest), No. 
1953, the past school year, the capacity classrooms 
general schools was 940,000; the new school year, this 
figure must raised 13,000.” Since, according the 
same statistical report, the number general-school stu- 
dents was 1,188,400 that time, follows that there were 
250,000 more pupils than could accommodated. Fre- 
quently, the older pupils had travel long distances the 
county district center order attend school. 


Retrenchment 


Kozneveles, February 1954, Minister Joboru dis- 
closed the negative aspects the New Course education. 
Chief these that the number students who will 
able continue their studies high schools.and universi- 
ties sharply curtailed. Increased strictness mark- 
ing and general tightening qualification requirements 
called for: 


“Under the program for developing our general schools, 
necessary that the development high schools, 
well colleges and universities, set back certain 
extent. the next few years, will not able ad- 
mit the first year high school (ninth grade) the usual 
40-45 percent the pupils graduating from the eighth 
grade elementary school. The number first-year high- 
school students will reduced from the present 44,000 
40,000. 

“Everyone concerned—teachers, parents 
must made understand that these changes are neces- 
No.doubt the increased attention our elemen- 
tary schools will favorably received. the same time, 
however, not everybody will understand the necessary slow- 
ing down the rate developing our high schools and 
make people realize that only pupils who receive the high- 
est and second highest marks—and only part the 
latter group—will admitted the universities, fact 
even the high schools. Thus, our duty devote 
even more attention the selection pupils. high 
schools and universities must admitted first all high- 
ranking pupils who are working-class and peasant origin. 
When admitting children high school, addition the 
marks received eighth grade, the marks received the 
lower grades must also considered, order elimi- 
nate the dangers resulting from the liberal manner 
which eighth-grade pupils have frequently been rated.” 


Teachers are being urged improve school standards 
stricter marking. February and March (1954), the 
Budapest daily Magyar Nemzet carried series com- 
ments article attacking teacher who had failed 
good student because the appearance his test papers 
was untidy. Many pedagogues joined the discussion and 


all criticized the writer the article for failing under- 
stand that strict marking was the requirement the times. 
Russian educator who visited Hungary study school 
methods was critical the “leniency marking” (J. 
Ossipova Kozneveles, April 1954). 

pedagogue wrote Kozneveles, November 1953: 
“It seems that high-school teachers when rating students 
consider only whether the children can mechanically re- 
peat their lessons. Many pupils with high marks not 
know Hungarian geography, they not know what the 
capitals the European countries are, they cannot name 
the People’s Democracies.” 

According Kozneveles, February 15, 1954, “one the 
main reasons for the drop high school standards that 
selection [of has been handled the county 
councils perfunctory manner. The majority the chil- 
dren admitted high schools were second, third, and 
fourth-rank pupils who were not able meet the increased 
requirements. rural high schools, the situation was ag- 
gravated the fact that appreciable percentage the 
pupils had attended elementary schools which several 
grades were taught the same time one teacher one 
classroom. result this, separate classes had 
set every year high schools for the pupils who had 
received inferior elementary school education.” 

Szabad Nep (Budapest), April 20, 1954, warned that ad- 
vanced education could not taken for granted every 
student: 


“Our Party and mass-organization propaganda must 
point out all the possibilities—schools, agricultural and in- 
dustrial opportunities—for children graduating from gen- 
eral school. this respect many mistakes have been made 
the past few years. Only the advantages higher edu- 
cation were pointed out the pupils; was not explained 
them how nice was participate the work pro- 
duction. Our educationalists and Party organizations fre- 
quently authorized higher education for children who were 
poor students, and who were unable meet the require- 
ments secondary schools. 

“Only quality under all circumstances taken into 
consideration when admitting pupils can the standard 
high school and university education raised. Every ef- 
fort must made permit only the most capable students 
continue their studies.” 


Prior the New Course, the chief emphasis was laid 
the improvement and expansion universities and 
academies. Now there real retrenchment this 
program. Magda Joboru wrote Kozneveles, March 
1954: “In the fall this year [1953], reduced the num- 
ber first-year university students percent the 
number called for the Plan; the next few years, the 
number must even further reduced.” 

Laszlo Pesta, Deputy Chairman the Executive Com- 
mittee the Budapest Municipal Council, wrote Mag- 
yar Nemzet, March 25, 1954: 


“The significance advanced education will have 
stimulating effect upon our youth only the schools set 
high standard original text] for those who wish 
continue their studies. This course does not mean 
that only pupils with the highest marks will admitted 
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universities. The road advanced education will not 
closed pupils who have attained medium grades. Our 
aim that bureaucratism should not become prevalent 
this field and that every single case should judged sep- 
arately [italics original text]. the case average 
pupils, results attained certain subjects that may indicate 
special abilities should taken into consideration. The 
screening students for universities done school com- 
mittees which—in the teachers—the parents, 
mass organizations (Women’s and Youth Leagues) and the 
people’s council are Questionable cases are 
referred two higher bodies: the second instance, the 
school committee the district council, and the third 
instance, the school committee the Budapest municipal 


Thus the Party organizations still retain control over 
schools and universities, and admission them ines- 
capably influenced political considerations. 

Before the New Course, class background was decisive 
the eligibility students for higher education. Despite 
the new insistence individual ability, the regime still 
concerned with the “social composition” the student 
body. The Party resolution education states: “Parallel 
with the increase the number students [in 
the percentage children working-class and peasant 
origin has increased from 8.9 percent; universities, 
the percentage has increased from 
Kozneveles, November 1953, published the following 
figures for 1952-53: “52.7 percent the general-school 
graduates working-class origin; percent those 
peasant origin, and 83.8 percent those from the work- 
ing intelligentsia [white-collar class] were admitted vari- 
ous high schools. The social composition the pupils ad- 
mitted the first grade high schools better than 
was last year: 69.9 percent are proletariat peasant 

April 28, 1594, Szabad Nep commented: “The fact 
that far only percent pupils [graduating from gen- 
eral school] working-class origin and only percent 
pupils peasant origin have registered high schools 
must given immediate attention.” Thus, the percentage 
has dropped since 1952-53. 

Kozneveles declared November 1953, that the per- 
centage working-class and peasant children registering 
for advanced education “is still unsatisfactory.” the 
pupils who registered high schools but failed appear 
for the entrance examinations, “the majority were work- 
ing-class peasant origin, particularly among pupils who 
had registered high schools giving general [as opposed 
technical] course.” 

The percentage universities more favorable, from 
the point view Communist class considerations; Konz- 
neveles gave the percentage 61.8 percent for 1953-54. 
The reason for this that many working-class and peasant 
children universities have taken specialized accelerated 
high school courses correspondence courses not included 
the statistics for high schools. However, the regime’s 
cultural commissars are not satisfied with the social com- 
position universities either. Szabad Ifjusag, April 25, 
1954, revealed that “of the more than thirty students grad- 


uated from the first year the pharmaceutical academy 
this year, the majority were working-class boys. But among 
those who registered this year, only six were from the 
working class. Cases like this are not exceptional. 

Minister Joboru was forced admit Kozneveles, Sep- 
tember 1953, that “the results achieved students 
working-class and peasant origin have improved but, 
most cases, they are still below the results achieved 
other pupils.” 

Since 1947, great pressure has been put young people 
enroll technological institutes, for, before the New 
Course, the prime object the regime’s educational pro- 
gram was train skilled workers serve the State the 
economic front. The following table shows what extent 
the percentage students majoring technological sub- 
jects had increased: 


Percentage university students 


College 1937-38 1951-52 
Engineering, chemistry ...... 9.0 34.0 
39.0 3.8 


The study dialectical materialism. 

These statistics are complemented the following fig- 
ures published Statisztikai Tajekoztato (Budapest), No. 
1953: 


Number students 


technological other 
Year institutes universities 
9,712 19,663 
19,272 29,234 


According this source, almost one-third the students 
who take evening extension courses study engineering, and 
out 6,400 students who joined correspondence courses, 
44.5 percent take engineering. 


Over-Specialization Attacked 


Under the New Course, admitted that specialization 
has been overdone, especially the case colleges and 
universities. Tibor Erdey-Gruz attributed the decline 
the university standard over-specialization. Kozneveles, 
January 15, 1954, wrote: “In addition raising the stand- 
ard education, must see that there pro- 
portionate registration each college.” There were com- 
plaints that last year “far too many students” took chemical 
and electrical engineering: students must now encour- 
aged enroll for mathematics and physics, law, teaching 

far the method (though course not the sub- 
stance) university teaching concerned, the New Course 
Communists have returned pre-1945 practice. Prior 
1945, university courses were based professors’ lectures 
and individual research work rather than “cramming” from 
textbooks, was the method recent years. The Party 
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resolution education called for the elimination “the 
prevailing high-school methods university teaching. Uni- 
versity studies should based lectures. The professors, 
instead touching superficially all the aspects sub- 
ject and going into minute detail, should rather review the 
basic facts and essence the subject. Minister 
Education Erdey-Gruz commented this change Tar- 
sadalmi Szemle, February 1954: “The resolution [means] 
that students must educated become more inde- 
pendent, take initiative, become familiar with scientific 
methods and follow new developments [in the field].” 

the Soviet-dominated world, the student regarded 
—and made feel—that worker for the State 
much any employed adult. such, was subject 
all the speed-up conditions prevailing industry and agri- 
culture; was equally victim the insatiable Com- 
munist greed for his “maximum productivity.” Now the 
government admits that this policy does not lead the 
desired results, and the “overworking” both pupils and 
teachers being criticized. Minister Joboru wrote 
Kozneveles, February 1954: “By now obvious that 
our present curricula and textbooks contain many basic 
mistakes. The requirements which must and which can 
met are not clearly defined. recent months, the 
demand for revising the quantity material required 
the various courses and the various grades, and for putting 
end the overburdening pupils, has risen with almost 
elemental force.” The following quotation from Kozneveles, 
February 15, 1954, reveals how the regime tried force 
the pace education: 


“Frequently crammed the children’s heads with 
knowledge beyond the abilities their age group from 
the lowest grades the highest, requirements have been 
excessive. According traditional practice, children 
system had proved satisfactory. Now, since first-grade 
pupils have been required learn basic arithmetic 
100, they have not been able achieve the desired results, 
and the second-grade teachers have been having trouble 
giving the children the foundations which they could 
build the second-grade material.” 


The textbooks are charged with being 
other words, they contain the maximum amount in- 
formation the subject concerned, and the teachers have 
required that the children learn all. Minister Joboru 


declared Kozneveles, February 1954: “Our curricula 


and textbooks must changed once. the first place, 
several grades and several subjects, the requirements 
must reduced. have become convinced that exces- 
sive requirements are overburdening the pupils. teach- 
ers’ colleges and the fourth year high school par- 
ticularly, the requirements are intolerably high, and many 
unnecessary things have been taught the other grades 
high school well the higher grades elementary 
school.” 

correspondent for Kozneveles who attended confer- 
ence one the teachers’ colleges observed: “It turned 
out that the pupils spent only three hours day home- 
work, they were occupied hours week, not counting 


time-consuming extracurricular work. According the 
head the students’ home, the pupils studied shifts: 
one group studied till a.m., then woke the next shift, 
which studied till morning. These are the diligent and 
conscientious pupils—the others learn hardly anything 
all, giving excuse that they are overwhelmed.” 

Prior the New Course, competitions were continually 
being conducted schools force the children study 
harder. Under the New Course, these competitions are 
regarded “unrealistic,” according Kozneveles, October 
15, 1953, which pointed out that “there basic differ- 
ence between industrial agricultural work and educa- 
tional work. This difference makes competitions similar 
those production work impossible 
work. The article further declared that pledges for 
extra performance—analogous “overfulfilling the norms” 
production—are out place schools: 


“One class, for instance, pledged reduce the monthly 
average absences from six three hours. result, 
haggling began: should pupils who were missing because 
the train was late reported being absent not? The 
pupils asked the teachers not enter such pupils the 
class book being absent, because then they would not 
able fulfill the class pledge. This case itself proves 
that such pledges are wrong and should 
Another class pledged raise the average the marks 
three percent. This was sound pledge, yet transpired 
that when there was any doubt about the mark given 
child, the teacher gave the higher mark because the 
pledge. must extremely cautious with these 


pledges.” 


Just industry, the pledge merely increases the dis- 
crepancy between the actual and the reported achieve- 
ments. 

was the teachers who rebelled most against being over- 
worked. The Party resolution education includes the fol- 
lowing passage: 


“Party and State functionaries must prevented from 
overburdening teachers with social tasks the detriment 
their school work. order improve the working 
conditions teachers, must avoid overburdening them 
with unnecessary conferences and the setting unneces- 
sary work schedules and statistics. must make provi- 
sions for the teachers able devote their attention 
primarily the work instruction and education. 
eliminating excessive administrative work, they must 
given sufficient time for thoroughly and efficiently prepar- 
ing themselves for classes.” 


Prior the adoption the Party resolution, the teach- 
ers’ situation was extensively discussed the press. 
order take the edge off the issue, the regime resorted 
typical manoeuvre: having prominent Communist 
pedagogues write about the problem, sought create 
the impression that the regime had taken the initiative 
improving the teachers’ lot. the beginning December 
1953, the Minister Education issued decree called 
“Easing the Load School Principals and Educators.” 
The prefect the Gorky School, Gyorgy Timar, launched 
debate Kozneveles the instructions. The response 
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among pedagogues was enormous and the magazine has 
been publishing commentaries ever since. 

The conditions which the teachers objected may 
summarized follows: 


Teachers have been overburdened with paper work. 
(All systems based suspicion and autocratic centralized 
control the making out large numbers reports 
and statistical 


Teachers have been required attend too many con- 
ferences—both pedagogical and political. 


Teachers, especially the rural areas, have been 
required participate cultural and economic propa- 
ganda activities. Teachers have been expected organize 
and agitate for campaigns such selling Korea war stamps, 
collecting waste paper and scrap metal, etc. 


Finally, the teachers have been required attend 
numerous post-graduate courses and seminars which are 
chiefly ideological rather than professional. 


Under the New Course the regime’s attitude toward the 
teachers’ problems somewhat ambiguous. the one 
hand, obliged something ease the teachers’ 
situation; but the same time wishes use their serv- 
ices for promoting its cultural and economic programs. 
Thus, simultaneous with the articles criticizing the over- 
burdening teachers, articles are published declaring that 
“the village teacher the people’s educator” and rebuking 
teachers for “not participating more fully village cultural 
activities.” fact, the government induce 
teachers step their peace-propaganda activity (Mag- 
yar Nemzet, February 14, 1954). 

the Communist hierarchy, teachers allegedly consti- 
tute elite group, and here again the gulf between prin- 
ciple and practice has become too conspicious ignore. 
The Party resolution education contains this provision: 
must make sure that the pedagogues are both politic- 
ally and socially appreciated, and that their financial situa- 
tion and living standard gradually Our Party 
and State functionaries must see that the teachers are 
granted due appreciation for their work. judging teach- 
ers, their current work and attitude must the primary 
consideration.” Teachers well pupils must judged 
performance rather than ideological background. 
Deputy Minister Joboru wrote Kozneveles, February 
1954: 


the sectarian attitude and unjustified suspicion 
shown toward our teachers must eliminated. must 
not get bogged down the investigation all kinds 
information the teachers and their relatives; their 
work which must taken into consideration first all. 
teacher teaches well, must trust him, even 
had committed some mistake the pre-liberation years. 
must put end the procedure which, when 
someone recommended for position for distinction, 
percent his biography consists what did prior 
1945, and who his relatives are and which them 
live abroad—and his present accomplishments are hardly 
mentioned. Also, must put end the practice 


withdrawing recommendations the moment they are ques- 
tioned higher authorities. Such opportunistic and 
cowardly attitude not acceptable; must take the re- 
sponsibility for giving credit persons who deserve it.” 


another occasion (Kozeneveles, September 1953) 
Minister Joboru declared that even “ideologically back- 
ward” teachers must appreciated their work other- 
wise was satisfactory. Kozneveles wrote March 15, 
1954: “Our personnel workers are often excessively sus- 
picious; they ‘investigate exaggerate old and al- 
ready corrected errors, and condemn persons who have 
relatives abroad. One the educators the Letenye 
district has been teaching for forty years. does excel- 
lent work and well-liked the village, obviously not be- 
previous regime] trainer. precisely for this rea- 
son that has not been recommended for distinction.” 
its issue March 1954, the magazine reported the case 
school principal who was dismissed because journal- 
ist who had attended one his lectures had denounced 
him for “underestimating the heroic conduct the North 
Koreans.” Another teacher had been dismissed when 
was discovered that his father was kulak. These two cases 
were reviewed extensively Kozneveles and both victims 
ideological persecution were eventually reinstated. 


Restore School Discipline 


For years, under the slogan discarding the “old bour- 
geois the Communists encouraged amorality 
both and outside the school. However, the regime has 
been halt the process the desired point and 
establish “new Socialist discipline.” 

Over-zealous scuttling the past was criticized 
leading educationalist Kozneveles, December 15, 1953: 
“After the liberation, banned many things from the 
schools, including some things that had proved useful 
the schools the past, and which, since they had nothing 
with the class struggle, could have been retained. 
But our determination eliminate everything that had 
belonged the past, rejected them. Not all the 
changes introduced schools the recent years are good. 
There are many new things that must 

Minister Joboru wrote Kozneveles, February 1954: 
“Recently schools have again been complaining about the 
lack discipline among the pupils. The educators have 
been complaining that every school, and often every 
class, there are few pupils who are unable adapt them- 
selves the school community, who disrupt class discipline, 
and exhaust the teachers’ energies and undermine their 
authority. 
the pupils notorious. They are rough, impatient and rude 
each other, old people and little children. The tone 
between boys and girls often objectionable.” 

The teachers too are remiss, according Kozneveles, 
March 1953: “In the majority cases the teachers 
attitude toward State discipline good; however, there 
are weaknesses, especially the case young teachers. 
Some these not even occupy their posts, others are 
absent for days without cause; their conduct among pupils 
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and adults alike is, put mildly, unbecoming peda- 


gogues.” 

Somewhat suprisingly, Szabad Ifjusag, September 
1953, referred the period when manners were deliber- 
ately undermined: “Since educational principles have not 
yet been conclusively established, the supervisory author- 
ities have, quite recently, regarded reactionary 
teach children behave cultured way.” Unruly 
behavior problem the universities too, according 
Szabad Ifjusag, April 23, 1954: “This year there were 
1200 disciplinary cases the technological university. This 
large number gives something think about. Discipli- 
nary problems have means been solved. 

Minister Erdey-Gruz, Szemle, March 
1954, charged that “the practice enforcing discipline 
intimidation has not yet disappeared from our schools. 
some schools, children are even spanked.” 

Deputy Minister Joboru complained: “In several in- 
stances pedagogues are both theoretically and practically 
unqualified solve serious educational problems, and often 
resort incorrect, impermissible methods. For instance, 
frequently happens that they rely spanking means 
enforcing discipline.” 

Gyorgy Timar, director the Budapest Gorky Institute, 
called spanking “bourgeois remnant”: know that 
many schools, spanking used keep the children 
under control. Our higher authorities know this, but 
not talk about because have given our educators 
other appropriate means maintaining discipline. 
far very little has been done track down and abolish this 
harmful vestige the past.” 


Pavlov Retired 


Since the adoption the new policy, the expounding 
Pavlov’s psychology has been dropped both the press 
and lectures. For two years prior the New Course, 
Kozneveles carried series articles dealing with the ap- 
plication education Pavlov’s theory the condition- 
ing-potential human beings. After the announcement 
the New Course, the series was discontinued. (The last 
article was published the magazine Kisdedovas May 
1953; the last weeks before the New Course was 
announced July 1953.) seems that Pavlov’s teach- 
ings pedagogy have lost their significance dogma, al- 
though remnants Pavlov’s experimental psychology are 
still smuggled into pedagogical literature, often connec- 
tion with the teachings Makarenko, who remains great 
authority. 

Communist education still exploits the tendency the 
immature mind consider things black and white, and 
the moral precepts with which the youth indoctrinated 
have not been altered. According Magda Joboru (Koz- 
neveles, September 1953): “Neither the sense pro- 
letarian solidarity nor the feeling hatred for the enemies 
the people, freedom, and peace, strong enough our 
youth.” article entitled “Forming the Ethical Concepts 
the First Grader” Kozneveles, November 1953, 
revealing this context: 


“Our pupils are taught the concepts sincerity and 


courteousness. the basis Communist ethics, their 
views the ‘sincere and courteous man’ are the follow- 
ing: “The Soviet man sincere man, the Soviet man 
courteous The third-graders develop these con- 
cepts follows: “The Soviet man sincere man, but 
some foreigners not speak the truth. The Soviet man 
attentive and gentle, but the capitalistic countries 
there are some who want war order kill people and 
make more Thus, the children the lower grades 
interpret the concepts sincerity and courteousness from 
the point view Soviet patriotism. This proven also 
the following sentence written third-grader: 
must tell the truth our people, but the other hand 
must not tell the truth the enemy. must also 
tell the truth father. the enemy, must not 
tell the truth, must keep silent; fact, must 
Another third-grader wrote: our own people, the 
Soviet people, must attentive and kind. Toward the 
enemy must behave different manner. The little 
boy [reference was gentle his little sister; 
however, acted correctly when threw hand grenade 
the Germans.” 


The teaching so-called “political economics,”—Marx- 
ism-Leninism—, being intensified. According Tar- 
sadalmi Szemle, February, 1954: 
economy being extended all universities and acad- 
emies. now, with few exceptions] political economy 
taught all universities, but there are many criticisms 
the methods teaching. The majority the students 
graduating from universities have only cursory knowl- 
edge political economy. They learn the subject me- 
chanically; they often lack the enthusiasm with which 
they should approach this extremely interesting science 
which opens such broad vistas. The main causes 
the trouble can found the poor teaching, the low 
abstract way without any contact with real life.’ The same 
article complained that students, out ignorance, “often 
professed bourgeois views.” There campaigning against 
“empty slogans that have taken the place scientific 
Erdey-Gruz called for critical spirit and end 
the parrotting slogans.” Szabad Nep, March 22, 
1954, reported that the Central Committee resolution 
education “requires that textbooks and lectures, forced 
references daily politics avoided; the hearts and 
minds the pupils, ‘freedom,’ ‘peace’ 
should not remain mere words.” 

school Marxism-Leninism was opened recently, 
according Magyar Nemzet, April 27, 1954, which wrote: 
“The Budapest Party Committee has announced compe- 
tition for admission the first year the night school for 
Marxism-Leninism. The purpose the school en- 
sure that the working intelligentsia—Party, State and mass- 
organization functionaries—are given instruction Marx- 
ism-Leninism university level.” 


The importance inculcating patriotism newly 
stressed, although the spirit patriotism schools has 
always been formally promoted: Jozsef (former 
Minister Education and now Minister People’s Cul- 
ture) frequently spoke it. Under the New Course, more 
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emphasis put teaching subjects such national his- 
tory and Hungarian Magda Joboru declared 
that “in teaching, not sufficiently utilized our na- 
tional culture.” the Party resolution, “the lack pa- 
triotic education” termed “petty bourgeois attitude.” 
Tibor Erdey-Gruz, Szemle, March 1954, 

“Only [the student] who realizes that those men who 
the past centuries fought for liberty and progress against 
tyranny and oppression also contributed the preparation 
our people’s freedom can become conscious builder 
our future. The educated young people graduating from 
our schools must see that the working class and 
peasantry all nationalities have fought for the cause 
progress, and that the sons our own country worthily 
carried their share the struggles. For this reason, more 
attention must devoted teaching the history our 
people.” 


Thus there new interest depicting Communism 
indigenous historical movement rather than 
“gift the Soviet Union.” 

The Party resolution, lengthy passage “What 
the Soviet Union Means Us,” went far object 
the fact that Soviet methods have been 
adopted” and the teaching national culture neglected. 
also noteworthy that January 15, 1954, Kozneveles 


request that the number Russian-language 


courses reduced. Erdey-Gruz, the above-quoted 
article, called for “far greater emphasis the teaching 
the Hungarian language.” 

Now even permitted acknowledge that Hungary 
had made some economic progress before the Communists 
took over: discussing pre-liberation Hun- 
garian economy, simply classified the category 
semi-colonialism and vestigal feudalism, and did not point 
out the fact that Hungary’s economy was more advanced 
than the economy Czarist Russia,” wrote Tibor Erdey- 
Gruz. 

These comments not mean that Russification 
long-range goal has been renounced. Loyalty and “love 
for” the Soviet Union still figure prominently school 
teaching. But there evident reaction against the pres- 
sure Russian influence Hungarian culture. 


Points Made Policy 


The speakers the Third Congress the Hungarian 
Communist Party, held May 1954, dealt extensively with 
the issue education. First Secretary the Central Com- 
mittee Matyas Rakosi, who firmly retains his status Hun- 
No. Communist, summed the new policy his 
speech before the Third Congress, quoted Szabad Nep, 
May 25, 1954: 


“The people’s growing cultural requirements demand 
that the standard our public education improved. 
the first place, the foundations our public education— 
the general-school system—must broadened and con- 
solidated. The process fully developing the system 
eight-grade general schools staffed with specialized teachers 
must stepped up, particularly the villages and rural 
areas. The prerequisite the Socialist development the 


rural areas self-respecting broad-minded peasantry 
similar our educated and cultural city population. 

“The worker-peasant majority our universities 
least big triumph democratizing education the 
fact that attending general school has become 
Further development higher education remains our goal; 
however, present, emphasis not but 

few years ago, the two most important tasks were 
create worker-peasant majority the high-school and 
university levels, and train large cadres skilled work- 
ers and experts. may say that these tasks have been 
essentially solved. From now on, the university level, 
addition class origin, aptitude must also taken into 
consideration. 

would like say few words about the patriotic 
education our people. Socialist patriotism, the love 
our People’s Democratic country, growing deeper, but 
has not yet permeated the entire working population. 


All that was said education the Congress—the 
essence the New Course education—may summed 
the following points: 


The immediate main goal the improvement and 
extension the general schools. 


primary, secondary and higher education, em- 
phasis must the standard education, not the 
number pupils; the “quantitative” stage must now 
followed the “qualitative” stage the development 
education. 

class and peasant pupils; however, ability must given 
priority over social origin. other words, priority must 
given pupils who will benefit most from education, 
who will the most useful the regime. 

Technical training not enough; students must also 
given general education. 


More attention given “national culture” 
and “patriotic education.” 


still far too early estimate either the scope im- 
portance these New Course pronouncements educa- 
tion. Nor the educational picture entirely clear, Com- 
munist intentions entirely unambiguous. Once more the 
Communists seem playing both ends against the 
middle, attempting middle course revising their edu- 
cational system without abandoning their most central and 
fundamental tenets. That the regime can longer fin- 
ance its former heavy educational program was given final 
proof announcement over Radio Budapest Sep- 
tember 10, 1954, the effect that education Hungarian 
schools must the future partly paid for the parents 
the pupils. There will also special examination fees 


for students secondary schools and universities, and 


number scholarships considerably reduced. Only 
council schools will exempt from fees. These measures, 
the broadcast said, were necessary the interests state 
economy. the radio asserted, “it un- 
necessary compare the present school education with 
that the Horthy regime, because the State still spend- 
ing very large amounts money the schools.” 


Magyar Nemzet connected the economy measures 
public education with the shifting the political and eco- 
nomic course the Hungarian government: 


“It clear that the exaggerated pace industrial in- 
vestments resulted also exaggerated development 
public education. many fields were taking upon our- 
selves bigger tasks than the material resources our coun- 
try warranted. the execution the new government 
program shall now take stock our 
thrifty not only industry, but all spheres life: 
cannot spend money for the training people whose 
abilities cannot later use the full measure result 
the slowing down the rate [industrial] investments.” 


interesting note how the educational policy 
parallels the political and economic policies Hungary. 
Educational policy now considerably 
throughout, although scarcely libertarian, and general 
there scaling down quantity and scaling 
quality the “educational plans.” There also clear 
recognition that education process basically different 
from industrial production and agriculture, 
neither norms nor “Socialist competitions” can success- 


Nothing Personal 


fully applied it. Further, the Communists are now 
far more interested the pedagogic competence its 
teachers and the academic competence its students 
than their political pasts class origins. Greater em- 
phasis also being placed national traditions with 
corresponding deemphasis Russification. 

All this may only partly the attempt the regime 
show itself less rigorous, but probably much these 
educational changes due the Communist need for 
better-educated intelligentsia and bureaucracy imple- 
ment its New Course policies. 

these policies continue education, should give 
some meaningful clue the duration of—or least 
the Communist leadership’s intention with regard to—the 
New Course whole. Certainly, the whole educational 
atmosphere Hungary would seem far less political 
than the past, that Marcius, No. 4-5, 1954, could 
complain about what was formerly not only taken for 
granted, but taken for desirable: one cannot even 
write about cat drinking milk without drawing political 
conclusions,” Kozneveles, April 1953 put it: “We 
should not want turn children into politicians and 
philosophers.” 


Reading students’ mail seems recognized practice school teachers 
Communist Czechoslovakia, the only question being the best way it. 
Mlada Fronta (Prague), March published suggestions this topic from several 
its readers: “Educator Kubelak from Ceska Lipa advises ‘opening the letters 
the pupils, returning them undamaged, and demanding strict accounting from 


those whose letters reveal questionable 


Another teacher writes: “This 


what with letters. When somebody receives mail, summon him 
office, hand him his letter, and ask him what his mother his girl wrote him. When 
the boys see the interest take, they readily confide me, for they know that will 
not laugh them, that will help, and give them advice. Thus, not forced 
open the letters and still can obtain accurate picture the life 
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Radio Free Europe 


Tonight, the countries behind the Iron Curtain, men, women and children will gather around radios tuned the 
voices their countrymen the West, bringing them the news the free world, the knowledge that they are not forgotten, 
and the hope their future liberation. Radio Free Europe, operating home service from abroad, broadcasts over net- 
work transmitters Czechoslovakia, Poland, Hungary, Bulgaria, and Romania, competing directly with all Satellite 


Communist stations. 


Rights and Obligations the Opposition 

The fresh breeze, postman the periodical Free Europe, 
has distributed the 16th issue over the territory our coun- 
try. This issue chiefly concerned with agricultural prob- 
lems. will now read extracts from the articles. The first 
one deals with the Harvest National Self-Defense: 


peasants’ position easier and will refuse function in- 
formers constables the regime. 


The coordinated action the Opposition, whose every 
member will his best his position, will succeed 
carrying out the Harvest National Self-Defense and se- 
cure enough food, not for the regime but for the people. 


This year’s harvest will decisive for the food supply 


Czechoslovakia during the next 
year. The People’s Opposition 
undertakes prevent the regime 
from requisitioning the fruits 
the peasants’ work and frittering 
them away did last year. 
The task will difficult because 
—following the public confirma- 
tion the collapse its agricul- 
tural policy the Tenth Party 
Congress—the Government will 
pursue even more mercilessly its 
impossible demands. 


The scripts quoted here were broadcast 
the Voice Free Czechoslovakia during 
Operation Veto, the campaign 
the spoken word Radio Free Europe 
combined with the printed word the 
Free Europe Press. Messages carried air- 
borne balloons are coordinated with radio 
broadcasts pierce the Iron Curtain. These 
provide the People’s Opposition Czecho- 
slovakia with free radio and free publica- 
stions present positive program action 
against the tyrannical rule their Commu- 
nist oppressors. 


“Peasants! Get ready farm independently!” This the 


headline the second article. 

The Fifth Demand the Op- 
position says: Peasants have the 
right leave kolkhozes and must 
not persecuted because it. 
Whoever quits his kolkhoz must 
given back all the property 
which contributed it. 

All peasants who are members 
kolkhozes realize that not 
sufficient place demands before 
the regime but that neces- 


Under these circumstances 
necessary that every member the People’s Opposition 
villages contribute the success this year’s harvest 
because the Harvest National Self-Defense. 

How will this done? Independent farmers will not 
hesitate keep all that belongs them and their families 
and will not forced carry out harvesting work co- 
operation with kolkhozes. Members kolkhozes will dis- 
tribute their allowances kind immediately after thresh- 
ing and will only deliver the State whatever left. Func- 
tionaries the Local National Committees will insist 
reasonable delivery quotas and will protect those who are 
unable meet the requirements the Government. Em- 
ployees the Purchasing Commissions will only purchase 
what offered them freely. Members the police 
will side with the people and conceal any shortcomings 
much they can. Members the Communist Party will 
make use their position the country making the 


sary force the regime grant 
them. How can peasants this? 

The Government and Party claim that they would not 
hinder anyone from leaving kolkhoz. The Ministry 
Agriculture even issued instructions January 24, the 
procedure for quitting kolkhoz. quite clear from 
the Ministry bulletin that peasants must given back 
all their soil, inventory, and other things such fodder, 
seeds and fertilizer. This decree the Ministry Agri- 
culture was published the Official Gazette the Czecho- 
slovak Republic, part 10. 

The first step demand that the leaders kolkhozes 
and National Committees acquaint the kolkhoz members 
with these instructions. 

will not difficult divide land. Every kolkhoz 
member knows his fields. There will not much difficulty 
far livestock concerned either. There are many 
kolkhozes where cattle are not yet collective stables. 
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such cases the kolkhoz members will simply keep their 
cattle. Otherwise will necessary divide cattle ac- 
cordance with inventory lists made the beginning. 

Not everyone will able get back exactly the pieces 
turned in. This not essential. The most important 
aspect that every peasant gets enough inventory 
able farm independently again. 

Thousands peasants handed their application 
quit the kolkhozes before the Ist April this year. Thou- 
sands more are determined leave the kolkhozes the 
future. The following principles are now valid for mem- 
bers collective farms the “lower grade” and for in- 
dependent farmers: 

Peasants will helping each other during the harvest- 
ing, but each one will store the crops his own barn. 

Peasants will not harvest and deliver collective stores. 
Collective harvesting nothing but technique the 
regime rob peasants the fruits their work. 

Peasants will resist the so-called “help” the Machine 
Tractor Stations because their charges are too high. 

Peasants will resist pressure lure them into collective 
farms and will refuse establish new kolkhozes. 

Peasants will start making preparations leave the 
kolkhozes. They will make improvements their back- 
yard plots order make these the foundations their 
future independent farms. 

Peasants! you see that the Fifth Demand 
the People’s More im- 
plemented full! 


The Decisive Factor 


the occasion the recent Congress the Com- 
munist Party, the leaders had large platform built for 
themselves the square where they took positions—to 
let themselves admired. have just learned that the 
planks the platform featured the people’s Ten Demands 
—written them from underneath. good simile 
the conditions our country. The masters write the 
top side, the people the reverse side. The leaders as- 
sembled order adopt new work obligations. But be- 
low them, the planks which they were standing bore 
the words: give the eight-hour working day. And an- 
other thing happened: the pigeon pigeon-fancier 
Germany lost has way and came roost somewhere the 
vicinity Pilsen Czechoslovakia. few days later 
came home—with message. This too indicative the 
conditions our country. The masters write the papers 
and the people have option but write the leg 
carrier pigeon. Anyone given pondering the situation 
our country cannot help wishing, keeping with the 
folk song: “If only were The message the 
pigeon bore was signed: unbowed Pilsen; and contained 
request: tell how fight the tyrannical dictatorship 
effectively. answer once: just don’t trust the regime. 
Distrust the beginning every effective fight against 
dictatorship. Other stages will follow—but distrust the 
necessary beginning. Just don’t trust them and see 
that the others don’t trust either. your duty see 
that the young generation not believe them. The gov- 


Spot 
Last year the village Strelice the Znojmo 
district, those the farmers who had withdrawn 
from the kolkhoz were allotted land five quality 
grades below that which they had brought into the 
kolkhozes. 


This year similar cases must not recur. 


The National Committees must see that farm- 
ers leaving the kolkhozes are allotted land the 
same quality that which they had brought into 
the pool—as, fact, the Ministry Agriculture di- 
rects its edicts. 


ernment slipped shackies onto your wrists and now de- 
votes major part its activities prevail upon you not 
feel them such. The government sends its writers 
speak you; indulges the policy half-hearted con- 
cessions. All this means but one thing: the government 
tries lubricate the shackles and perfume them. But 
shackles, even though oiled, remain shackles, Every revo- 
lution, every effective struggle always began the people’s 
full realization the shackles they bore. 

know even this realization not readily accessible 
you. From morning night you are exposed the as- 
saults government propaganda. Writers who know how 
intersperse slogans with alluring words help the govern- 
ment—they have betrayed the writers’ vocation. Don’t 
fooled these writers’ tricks. Jan Drda was dispatched 
induce you vote the government candidates into the na- 
tional committees. began saying, “Roses opened 
their blossoms last Sunday—and what blossoms they were!” 
Possibly the roses did start blossoming just then, but what 
credit the government? The roses bloom whether 
not the government candidate wretch. Mr. Drda 
tells you volubly that our country lovely. indeed 
does not follow that dictatorship too lovely, 
that everyone treading the soil that lovely country 
lovely. The and the Sazava rivers are lovely: does 
this exonerate Mr. Fierlinger? When Mr. Drda short 
politically sound topic, begins saying that the 
Charles Bridge which tread this day six hundred 
years old. Quite—the Charles Bridge six hundred years 
old and the concentration camps our country are fif- 
teen years old. the name the government, Mr. Drda 
boasts also the Charles University being six hundred 
years old. True, true, the building the Charles Univer- 
sity six hundred years old but what the Charles Uni- 
versity stood for was destroyed the day the Communist 
government destroyed freedom education. The Charles 
University has been dead for six years. 

You ask how wage successful struggle against the 
tyrannical government. The primary condition estab- 
lish gulf between the people and the tyrannical govern- 
ment, its policemen and its writers, its liars and hypocrites. 
The internal distance separating the oppressing government 
and the oppressed people must not lessened, you must 


not yield and you must not tire your 
resistance. The abyss between the government 
and the people—that the psychological premise from 
which all else will issue. 


Permit once again tell you that you are doing 
well. The government promulgated whole series elec- 
tions which wished celebrate some kind recon- 
ciliation with the people and create the impression 
democratic government ruling the country. While 
not know everything you have done, know that 
the government feels clefeated since—contrary every one 
its original one kind elections came off, 
those the national committees, while all others were 
quickly cancelled. Naturally, the government dissembles 
victory; we, however, see shun second try. Had the 
government really won would impatient repeat its 
victory. The government wished decrease the distance 
and has widened it. The deceitful and despotic elections 
served well deepen the abyss separating the government 
from the people—in other words, bring the liberation 
nearer. just fine the people see the government 
falsifying the elections; the strength they can 
judge what kind government is. Nor does the gov- 
ernment want fulfill the Ten Demands the popular op- 
position—and again the abyss widens. Communist East 
Germany the abyss between the people and the government 
deep, the isolation and desertion the government 
already apparent that the government became object 
ridicule and contempt the world over. Thereby the first 
step toward East Germany’s liberation has been made. The 
same goes for our government: the more compromised 
is, the clearer becomes the fact that does not govern 
the will the people but contrary that will, the nearer 
will the liberation be. This, course, your doing. 

The Communist government even now quotes phrase 
mine, phrase wrote six years ago, right after came 
into exile. The government quotes thus, exiles will 
perish flies the usual, the government 
quotes one-half the phrase and the cther 
said that exiles would perish should fail find 
noble, concrete and scientific program, matching the 
basic human urges and needs well the basic national 
interest. said that was not enough disseminate few 
cliches. Even today believe that exiles would perish 
flies the fall, were the only ones feel the 
need freedom, were nobody back home feeling do, 
were only the ones fight while the people would not 
fight. But all this longer matter concern. 
friend persuasion. Words themselves never yet 
elicited force, and the people back home did not 
feel the urge for opposition could not pump into 
them from this distance. The government the agent 
which, its demeanor, creates the opposition program 
that meets basic human needs. the frontiers our 
country, tall towers were erected, manned guards. These 
guards, are told, are charged with watching the move- 
ments people distance thirty kilometers. this 
then we, exiles, will not perish flies the fall. 
the government obliged guard its people this way, 


must prevent them from running away this manner, 
expanse thirty kilometers, then are the voice 
the people and will not perish before the people do—since 
the voice dies together with the man. 


You ask how you should fight against dictatorship? Be- 
gin with not underrating your own power. Even the 
Tenth Convention the Communist Party the following 
phrase was uttered: “Many Party functionaries yet fail 
recognize the irrefutable fact that the masses workers, 
farmers and the intelligentsia are the force that 
fashions the world: that they are.the decisive factor.” Well 
then, you decisive factor, since you are not understood 
the Party functionaries—keep your heads high. 


Spot 

The regime pays the farmers 4.20 koruny per kilo- 
gram for calves, which approximately the same 
private buyers paid before the war. 

But while one kilogram veal before the war 
cost 12.50 koruny, the Communist profiteer asks for 
one kilogram veal much koruny. 

the case veal, the difference between the re- 
quisitioning and the selling price amounts 700 per- 
cent. 

The main shortcoming the diet Czechoslovak 
children the deficiency Vitamin Yet the 
Communists are selling one kilogram oranges for 
koruny, even though they are buying them abroad 
for one koruny per kilogram. 


The Harvest Self-Defense: Joint Action 


This year’s harvesting has really become the foremost 
political problem which the interests the regime and 
the people have clashed. There are several reasons for this. 
One them the chronically bad food supply and dis- 
tribution. typical the regime that whenever steps 
its attack the village, whenever expands its class 
war against the peasants, always begins talking about 
how the consumption food has risen, how the regime 
trying improve the living standard the workers, but 
how these efforts the government and Party are being 
thwarted insufficient agricultural production and the 
failure the farmers fulfill their State obigations. 
today’s editorial Rude Pravo, are told that all the 
workers the towns want that the delivery quotas from 
this year’s harvest duly fulfilled, and that the workers 
now consume 53.5 kilograms more flour than they did 
1936. evident that, its difficult fight with the farm- 
ers, the regime wants have the backing the workers, 
wants incite the consumers against the producers, and 
wants weaken the solid front the People’s Opposition 
the regime. look the village situation from this 
angle, must stress anew that the Harvest National 
Self-Defense not action the farmers alone, but one 
the whole nation. must emphasize the workers 
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Messages: community Eastern Slovakia 
Communist functionaries, overly given methods 
force connection with founding kolkhozes, are 
the subject this program. contrast, National 
Committee functionaries Piestany are commended 
for their helpful attitude toward farmers who suf- 
fered during the floods and had difficulties with 
deliveries. 


Farmer’s Program: Masaryk and Czechoslovak 
farmers. 


Labor Program: Recalling the regime resolution 
September 15, 1953: evaluation the present 
situation: food supply still insufficient, housing 
construction slow, only the Plan fulfilled; 
conclusion, comment the TEN DEMANDS, 
our reply false promises. 


Com- 
prices, 
for all 


Calling Workers National Committees: 
ment forced deliveries, low purchasing 
the poor supply situation, and the reason 
these maladies—kolkhozes. 


Calling the Communist Party: Tracing the course 


and all other consumers that they want put end 
to, least weaken, the sabotage foodstuff distribu- 
tion the part the regime, they who must stand 
the front rank the fight for the grain, for the saving 
the harvest from State requisitioning. clear that 
the farmers cannot, without the help all the members 
the People’s Opposition, but particularly without the aid 
the workers, get through this fight such good purpose 
that will the advantage all the people. 

Today’s editorial Rude Pravo reveals the fear which 
fills the regime view the successes the Harvest 
National Self-Defense. Everyone knows that this year’s 
crop was damaged floods and excessive rains. Every- 
one knows that this year’s crop will smaller, and any 
sensible government would recognize this fact and adjust 
its policies accordingly. The Communist government 
our country nevertheless carries nothing had hap- 
pened. keeps asserting that the crop very good 
one, and that the objections which come even from Com- 
munist ranks are fantasies which are damaging the harvest. 
thus fantasy that tens thousands acres have 
been flooded, that crop growth has stopped for more than 
fortnight. These facts are fantasies the regime be- 
cause does not wish face the implications. The re- 
gime would have lower delivery quotas, reduce the ob- 
ligations the farmers, import grain, and accept the offer 
the USA give aid. would seem that easier 
for the regime produce statistics about increases con- 
sumption and spit them into the faces the people even 
when the Czechoslovak nation hungry and has with- 
out the most necessary things. Instead giving foodstuffs 


SUMMARY RADIO FREE EUROPE BROADCAST SCHEDULE 
September 16, 1954 


the “new era” which was get underway ac- 
cording the regime resolution September 15, 
1953; the housing which was have been con- 
structed; official figures and statistics are used 
document the contention that only 
number the houses and apartments promised one 
year ago were ever completed. 


Faith the World: Report the 76th Congress 
German Catholics Fulda. 


Women’s Program: Report the congress phy- 
sicians specializing polio recently held 
comment the participation American women 
physicians the work the World Health Service. 


Student’s Program: the annual meeting the 
American Students Association Ames. 

Reading Aloud: From Frederick Lewis Allen’s 
Big Change.” 

Cultural News: Comment Egon Hostovsky’s 
night Patient,” the Venice film festival, the death 
Andre Derain, new book the Warsaw Up- 
rising. 


the consumers, the regime sharpens its fight with the 
farmers. Until recently, Rude Pravo was saying that 
was necessary persuade the farmers and not force 
them into the fulfillment their delivery quotas. Today 
the same Rude Pravo aims the village with loaded 
automatic. The agitators are not content try incite 
the workers against the farmers and the consumers against 
the producers; they want bring about new upheaval 
among the farmers themselves. The regime has long since 
liquidated the so-called kulak class, but now that has 
come against the farmers’ front which grew out suf- 
fering and opposition the regime, suddenly out 
find new “kulaks.” According the regime, kulaks are 
sprouting all over the villages like mushrooms after rain. 

But the regime mistaken. was not the kulaks’ crop, 
but the crop the small and medium-scale farmers and 
the kolkhozes that was badly hit. not the kulaks, 
but the small and medium-scale farmers who cannot ful- 
fill the delivery quotas. And the People’s Opposition 
better husbandry than the regime itself. The People’s 
Opposition says: should the regime force drastic man- 
ner the fulfillment unreduced quotas from the current, 
smaller crop, there will dire consequences. There can- 
not any raising animal production, there cannot 
any solid stock cattle put into breeding, because vege- 
table production does not render possible, and vegetable 
production cannot feed the individual population 
concessions are made quota deliveries animal produc- 
tion. This natural law the various branches agricul- 
tural production known everybody, and every good 
farmer pays heed it. But the regime’s thinking, 


4 
of i 
Be- 
the 
, 
ing 
| 
hat 
| 
é 

| 


supposedly possible beth fulfill the quotas vegetable 
production and animal production, What will 
the regime when, the next months and particularly 
the spring, the supply meat, milk, butter and fats 
fails? What theories will the regime think out put off 
confession their economic failure? 

have said that the current harvest operations are 
political matter. All the regime concerned about req- 
uisitioning production and maintaining the hunger-rations 
food. The People’s Opposition has interest 
ing the regime lower the quota the farmers accord- 
ance with the damage the land, and preventing State 
profiteering the distribution foodstuffs. The People’s 
Opposition will force the regime into lowering agricul- 
tural quotas and into increase food imports only 
when the harvested grain does not fill the State granaries, 
when these granaries are empty half-empty. Only then 
will the regime perhaps awaken its responsibilities. 


Spot 
The per hectare wheat Holland has 


risen from the pre-war figure 30.5 quintals al- 
most quintals wheat per hectare. 


Czechoslovakia, the yield wheat has risen 
roughly from 15.1 16.5 quintals per hectare. 

Bad agricultural policy blame for Czecho- 
slovak agriculture lagging far behind progress 


the free world. 


People’s Opposition Perspective 


now the Voice the Opposition has dealt with 
the question what the People’s Opposition and what 
are its tasks. have said that the People’s Opposition 
the masses dissatisfied with the Communist regime and 
expressing dissatisfaction formulating specific demands. 
the future possibilities, have declared that the Op- 
position the basic prerequisite for fhe final liquidation 
the regime. The regime will forced into greater and 
greater concessions the people who know their aims and 
have concrete program. The regime will not dare 
launch frontal attack the people and will try en- 
force its measures persuasion, tricks and indirect pres- 

Today want explain why the formal establishment 
the People’s Opposition takes place just now and why 
now that action the People’s Opposition necessary 

the bloc, the New Course has been under way 
approximately since the time Stalin’s The 
New Course very real. 

What the New Course actually? the admission 
the Soviet weakness and uncertainty. Two events 
marked its inception: Stalin’s death and the people’s revolts 
which occurred the Soviet bloc last summer. 

The revolts demonstrated Soviet leaders that terror 
alone was not sufficient maintain their power, that popu- 
lar demands could not forever ignored. This was 


shocking experience for the Soviets and their situation 
was complicated because the fact that the naked terror 
which the might the USSR had rested for decades 
became impossible after Stalin’s 

Nothing was left for Moscow but show more human 
and democratic face. This the New Course 
more decent approach people and greater respect 
for their needs and interests. more liberal course 
factories, kolkhozes, and the cultural sphere. You 
know all this from your own experience and not neces- 
sary elaborate the details. 

This New Course will last until that time 
struggle for Stalin’s heritage will have been resolved 
the Kremlin. difficult predict the outcome. But 
one thing certain: 

The so-called collective leadership ar- 
rangement. totalitarian system can exist without the 
mythos leadership and the effective and unimpeded au- 
thority leader. There much internal tension 
the Communist many insoluble problems and 
eccentric powers that only absolute authority can hold 
this system together. Dictatorship the proletariat, dic- 
tatorship the economic plan, dictatorship the so- 
called scientific conception only possible under the dic- 
tatorship one 

Blood will flow sooner later. The USSR will find 
itself close civil war sooner later. But the coming 
fight will bloody that not one the candidates for 
Stalin’s heritage wants start it. Therefore seems that 
the New Course will last for long time. 

This was disclosed Rakosi who said, the Third 
Congress the Communist Party Hungary, that the 
new policy and orientation toward production food 
and consumer goods would the main features 
Five Year Plan during the years 1956-1960. 

This the desire the Soviet overlords. maintain 
the New Course long possible. achieve pacifica- 
tion and consolidation the Soviet society means 
liberal policy. avoid the development 
which would require the rule strong hand. They want 
avoid fight for their lives. 

know that this calculation will wrong, that the 
fight will start than expected the Soviet 
masters. But more important for the People’s Opposition 
this: The New Course will continue. The general line 
will soft, tentative and rather erratic during this time. 
will mild and ambivalent its attitude toward col- 
ectivization, labor discipline, culture and even 
so-called bourgeois nationalism 
The speeches will full strong statements but the deeds 
follow will hesitant. Probably there will little Stal- 
inist terrorism, because nobody feels secure enough 
able afford turn against himself this that portion 
public feeling. 

The lesson for the People’s Opposition: can exer- 
cise pressure this situation. The weak points the Com- 
munist state are weaker now than ever before. Communists 
will not use their traditional methods agriculture, fac- 
tories, your private life, they feel that there the strength 
and support millions behind your demands. 
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This the account young Hungarian engi- 
neer from small town Transdanubia which 
gives one the most dramatic and detailed escape 
stories come out from behind the Iron Curtain. 
The story told the man’s own words they 
were given Radio Free Europe correspondents. 
The names people and places have been 
changed left out protect individuals and 
escape routes. 


1942 onward worked janitor, locksmith and 
lathe operator, and the same time constantly studied 
and the time the change, too joined the 

Communist Party, but that time believed that belong- 
ing merely meant paying regular membership dues. 
was too deeply engrossed own affairs able 
pay attention things around me. Only when enrolled 
Veszprem University did realize that politics 
come the all-important subject which was supposed fill 
even our few hours leisure also learned that 
those holding Party card, like myself, enjoyed certain 
privileges. Previously, had followed events only through 
the newspapers and had the feeling that the basic idea 
Communism was right, but the methods used wrong. 
After enrolled the University, became clear 
that under Communism only those blindly obeying orders 
were permitted achieve anything. And began 
ashamed the advantages enjoyed. 

After about six months studying the fancy slogans 
the “Socialist” political economy, and another six months 
the detrimental effects capitalist economy, realized that 
Communism was not only wrong its methods, but also 
its program. The striking discrepancy between the the- 
ories and the reality made hate Communism forever. 

For long time had been working plans for es- 
cape but could not find way coming close the 
frontier. Our few months old baby made things very dif- 
ficult. thought everything. One day learned that 
large cement shipment was going some West- 
ern countries: Switzerland, Sweden, Yugoslavia, Austria 
and Turkey, and decided try escape with that ex- 
port train. the factory got all the information possible 
about the transports, loading and unloading, from our 
transportation experts, took long while for get 
the whole picture. first thought getting into fully- 
loaded boxcar through the window, loading boxcar 


myself Sunday and fixing some space for under the 
cargo. 

But had wait some time for opportunity. There 
were freight trains going Czechoslovakia but did not 
want there, and trains going Turkey were not 
suitable because they were loaded and unloaded along the 
way. Then had the idea building huge pipe 
fixed the bottom railway car. the factory in- 
spected all the pipes find out which kind would suit 
purposes Finally, built 3.80 meter-long and 
pipe which looked like gas drum, 
which could closed from inside, and could easily af- 
fixed the bottom railway car. the factory pre- 
tended that the pipe was part air-filter system, one 
“modernizing” projects the plant, and cost the 
factory some 6-8000 get protection from the 
cold, lined the tube with insulation material. Although 
the pipe, made steel plates, was 
rather heavy, could have been attached the bottom 
railway car with the screws had prepared. was 
daring plan but was confident that could carry out. 
However, then little boy died the flu epidemic 1954. 

The situation had become more pressing when, Octo- 
ber, the police wanted act informer 
colleagues the plant. Finally, December, had 
further excuses left, and was forced accept the assign- 
After the death little boy, plans escape 
changed and thought would easier for the two 
escape foot. However, was absolutely unfamiliar 
with the conditions along the frontier and felt the risks 
would too great. 
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Studying boxcar one day, suddenly had the idea 
building sham wall inside the car behind which there 
would enough accommodate wife and my- 
self. set work and actually built false wall, making 
look exactly like the inside wall old boxcar. 
make look real, scratched the wood with stones and 
nails. The construction was such that could have closed 
from the inside without help. There was freight train 
standing the marshalling yards with the destination 
“Europe” going towards and hurried home get 
wife. However, were too late and the time 
wife got back, the train had pulled out the open 
track where would have been impossible for install 
the wall and make the necessary preparations. This hap- 
pened the spring 1954, and wife and were dis- 
heartened, but did not give the idea escape. Then, 
for long time, train destined for the West arrived. 


took trip Budapest where studied the construc- 
tion the “Arlberg” Express. the end each railway 
car there was centimeter-deep niche, where thought 
wife and could stand holding black shield cover 
us. thought that the dark they would not discover 
that the shape the car was different. However, kept 
studying the boxcars and had another idea which seemed 
make possible for mount the car outside the 
factory the tracks station marshalling yard. 
got myself some saws and drills with the aid which 
could cut hole the wall freight car. 


Then the nerve-racking wait began. Every day wife 
and went small hill short distance from our home, 
where had good view the nearby marshalling yards. 
All life had never liked play cards, but this time 
played cards there every day avoid suspicion, Our 
behavior seemed normal neighbors who realized that 
after the death our little boy, sought solitude. 


Finally, the great moment came when freight train 
stopped close us. Its destination was Austria and 
noticed that seals were affixed the doors, indicating 
that the shipments had already customs 
officials. Since several people used the brakeman’s cabin 
for short cut when crossing the marshalling yards, 
were not conspicuous when climbed with little 
suitcase hand and then just did not alight. With strong 
wire closed both doors the cabin and with pound- 
ing heart went work. Close the top the car, 
drilled two holes and with the aid saw succeeded 
cutting small hole. took considerable effort 


squeeze through the small opening but finally were 
inside the car which was filled almost the top with grain. 
the end the operation was drenched with sweat 
and completely exhausted. 

the train stopped for long time. tried 
cover the opening holding the brakeman’s folding 
seat with hooked wire from the inside. the time 
arrived did not have this because man- 
aged put the boards back and seal them with metal 
frame had previously prepared, thus making look 
had been repaired. The operation took quite some 
time and were trembling lest someone open the closed 
doors the brakeman’s cabin. 

Inside the car had practically room move. 
After the excitement and the exertion, took supreme 
effort move some ten twelve bags grain make 
place for us. But managed before got only 
then was exhausted could not even talk 
wife. Then, this comparative safety, someone tore open 
the door the brakeman’s cabin, but failed notice any- 
thing amiss. Through the narrow crack the side the 
car could see the stations and just before reached 
started rain. was anxious see the barbed wire 
the frontier, which would have had cross had 
gone foot, but from the train could see nothing. 

one the stations, noticed that man was wearing 
the typical Austrian shorts and wanted jump off the 
car immediately. But wife persuaded wait little 
longer order get further from the frontier. After 
while, however, could stand longer and decided 
get off. climbed off the train the back railway 
station, dirty, exhausted, but with wonderful feeling 
relief. 

After short distance met girl and asked her 
direct the local priest because thought that even 
everyone else was Communist there, the priest least 
would not one. 

was about seven the evening when got the 
who would not even let say word but rushed 
into his house and addressed Hungarian. After 
closing the doors securely, asked who were and 
where came from. turned out that was Hun- 
garian origin. told that would have leave the 
village immediately because the Russian occupation 
forces learned about our presence, would fatal for all 
us. bathed and after giving some spending money, 
the priest bought our tickets Vienna, where soon 
reached the safety the Western zone. 


Machine Age Magic 


Two friends Czechoslovakia met the street. One asked the other: “Where 
are you working now?” “I’m the typewriter division Zbrojovka,” replied the 
other, “but I’m not happy. You can’t imagine what happened. For whole month 
been taking home parts, piece time, could build own typewriter. 
already tried three times make one. And would you believe it? Every time, 


get machine gun.” 
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harvest in, regime attention has now been 
turned autumn sowing and next year’s agricul- 
tural program. Romania and Czechoslovakia, 
new regulations stress peasant initiative and grant farmers 
more incentives increase production. Hungary, the 
shift manpower from industry agriculture was com- 
bined with attempts strengthen collectives. all Satel- 
lite countries the regimes have continued insist that 


regulations State deliveries must complied with 
the full, and indications are that peasant resistance 

forced deliveries now stronger than ever. There also 
currently area-wide campaign reclaim arable land 
the 


since the Communists assumed power. 


ittle Further measures raise the people’s standard living 
were taken Poland, where plans enlarge the badly 


weakened network repair and handicraft facilities were 


announced, and Bulgaria, where new attempts are now 

being made improve the quantity and quality housing 
construction, 

Formation the Patriotic People’s Front and the 

drafting new laws governing the powers local councils 

Hungary indicate that after year the New Course, 
the regime now feels the need expand further the base 

its popular support. 

shed 

ter 

Czechoslovakia 

conference leading railway men and government 

officials was held August and Prague discuss 

shortcomings railway operation. 

The railroads have been consistent problem for the 

Communist regime. After the February 1948 Communist 

soon 


coup they were converted into National Enterprise simi- 
lar organization national factory enterprises, but 
was found necessary 1953 return them more direct 
State control. addition these structural changes, 
there was departmental shift when, July 1952, the 
railroads were removed from the jurisdiction the non- 
Communist Minister Transport and placed under new 
Railroad Ministry headed Party stalwart. Sep- 
tember the following year, however, this new Ministry 
was abolished and the railroads returned the Ministry 
Transport. 

The weaknesses indicated these organizational shuf- 
flings were strained the point crisis the great cold 
January 1954, and partial breakdown the 
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Caption: “Go ahead and criticize me, Comrades. don’t mind. 
But careful; you mustn’t upset authority!” 


Urzica (Bucharest), June 23, 1954 
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system followed. January 29, Rude Pravo (Prague) 
announced the all passenger transportation, 
except for trains carrying workers and from their jobs. 
March the same source stated that during the winter 
months percent freight and percent pas- 
senger trains had failed run schedule. April 15, 
all express passenger trains resumed operation but slower 
passenger trains continued limited runs (Mlada Fronta 
[Prague], April 11). There has been announced re- 
sumption full pre-restriction operation. (Much the 
cold weather difficulty was the result persistent coal 
supply shortages—see: NBIC September 1954). 

was the face these problems that the railway con- 
ference was called. According Rude Pravo August 
22, the major speech was made Minister Transport 
Antonin Pospisil, who criticized the condition which 
locomotives were kept, the increasing need for repair 
equipment, and slowness handling freight cars. 
also complained inferior service and lack cleanliness, 
and advocated increased employment women. de- 
nied that the increase accidents was due the greater 
work load put upon railroad employees. 


Vaclav Pasek, Secretary the Party’s Central Com- 
mittee, spoke much the same effect. also stated that 
political sections set within the operational units the 
railroads were expected assist the Party, the Youth 
League and the economic organizations the fulfillment 
Party and government resolutions. complained that 
these political sections were too lenient with railroad em- 
ployees, and acted their defenders instead driving 
them higher performance levels. 


The first day’s session was concluded with speech 
President Antonin Zapotocky. His major point was the 
necessity for discipline among railway workers, many 
whom, said; thought that after eliminating traitors 
and collaborators from leading positions they could man- 
age the organization the railroad superiors, 
without discipline and frequently without training.” 
demanded increasing the railway sys- 
tem organization along paramilitary lines: disci- 
pline such large and complex operation that the 
railroads must almost the level military discipline.” 

Zapotocky also made clear that railway workers can 
expect improvement their equipment and 
rolling stock, but must rely greater efficiency and greater 
efforts improve railway operation. branded false 
the contention railway men that equipment already 
being used maximum potential. 


1955 Agricultural Plan 


The agricultural plan for 1955 was published Rude 
Pravo (Prague) September and contained, addition 
production and delivery figures for the coming year, 
several changes the organization the agricultural 
sector. 

The area land under cultivation expected in- 
creased 50,000 hectares. This represents attempt 
reverse the shrinkage cultivated land areas which, ac- 


cording the official organ the Ministry Agriculture, 
Zemedelske Noviny (Prague), August 12, “has decreased 
approximately 500,000 hectares since the liberation 
[1945].” Since this shrinkage was largely the result the 
emphasis industrialization and urbanization which took 
workers from the land, the major difficulty expanding 
agricultural areas will obtaining manpower. Rude 
Pravo stated, the decisive condition for the 
ment this task the finding permanent farmers, 
mostly the border areas 


This expansion will encouraged provision that 
farm land gained plowing barren meadows and grass 
land will exempt from compulsory grain and potato 
deliveries for the next three years. 


Because the serious result last 
year’s fodder shortages, both fodder and meat production 
will now emphasized. Rude Pravo put it, “The 
principal link the plan increased agricultural pro- 
duction for 1955 the increase animal production. The 
number hogs will increased sheep 20%. 
The plan stipulates increase milk production 
22%.” Greater incentive will given meat producers 
increasing purchases above compulsory delivery quotas: 


“The norms for compulsory meat deliveries over- 
all average will not increased, except for minor correc- 
individual groups farmers. State bulk— 
buying meat, however, will expanded 142% over 
the current year. From the total meat obtained from 
collective farms and individual farmers the coming year 
67.6% will delivered compulsory quotas, whereas 
the government will pay higher prices for full 32.4% 
meat.” (Rude Pravo, Sept. 4). 


These provisions will also serve exert pressure the 
independent farmers join collective farms, which have 
much lower compulsory delivery quotas and can therefore 
sell more produce the higher over-quota prices. The 
gap between the two prices can seen from the example 
highest grade beef, for which the delivery quota price 
6.80 koruny per kilogram, while the over-quota price 
koruny per kilogram (as stated Zemedelske Noviny, 
February 28). One third all over-quota meat purchases 
will come from collective farms. 


There will apparently little change planned grain 
production, although since 1947 grain imports have aver- 
aged approximately million tons yearly. According 
Zemedelske Noviny, March 10, grain imports for 1954 
will increase 25% over last year. 


Delivery quotas general will remain the same, but 
there will change the agricultural program the 
direction decreased centralization (see Current Develop- 
ments, Romania, for similar trend). Small farmers with 
holdings under hectares, kolkhoz members with refer- 
ence their plots, will longer given instructions 
what and how much plant. larger private farms 
planting instructions will issued for vegetables except 
for celery, onions, garlic, carrots, gherkins parsley 
(instructions kinds vegetables were previously 
issued), nor for other sowings, with the exception im- 
portant industrial crops. Individual farmers with holdings 
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Title: Basketball Tactics. 


Caption: Player so-and-so our team has the ball dribbles (both stacks paper bear the sign “Unsolved”). Everybody 
our team overdoes passing the attempted attack the adversary fails immediately (man desk shouts “Come 
tomorrow”). Finally, our best player sinks one skillfully and the score is: Solved Petitions, zero; Bureaucracy, two. 


under hectares may sow these latter, arranging for their 
sale contract, and areas sown will deducted from 
the total assessed for compulsory delivery quotas. 

important point for farmers that those planting 
instructions which are issued will appear immediately 
after the previous year’s harvest, instead the first 
months the year the past. This will permit farm- 
ers plan for the future. 

Despite the general decrease minute central control, 
the plan now embodies specific instructions collectives 
concerning construction barns, mechanization, etc. Here 
again apparent that the government intends 
strengthen the position the kolkhozes. 


Romania 


August 22, the eve the celebration the tenth 
anniversary the “liberation Romania,” Premier 
Gheorghiu-Dej delivered speech Bucharest embodying 
report national economic progress over 
ten years. was similar meeting year ago that 
Gheorghiu-Dej proclaimed the launching the New 
Course. 

After the usual preliminary obeisances toward the USSR, 
the Red Army, the Romanian Army and workers, and 
the usual denunciation foreign imperialists and “the 
bourgeois-landowner reactionary parties,” the speaker an- 
nounced that Romanian industrial production 1953 was 
2.5 times greater than 1938, and that now the “So- 
cialist sector” comprised almost 99% the total. Fur- 
ther, according Radio Bucharest, August 22, stated 
that 1954 the rate increase the production 
consumer goods exceeds the rate increase the pro- 
duction capital goods, accordance with the decision 
the August 1953 plenary meeting the Central Com- 
mittee the Romanian Workers’ [Communist] Party. The 
same line will followed 1955.” other words, the 
partial shift emphasis from capital goods consumer 
production will continue for the immediate future. 

According Gheorghiu-Dej, during 1953 Romania 
produced: million tons oil, million tons coal, 720 
thousand tons steel, 480 thousand tons pig iron, 3.4 
kwh. electric power, 3.5 billion cubic meters natural 
gas. these figures are correct, Romania approaching 
the target goals set for the end 1955 the Five Year 
Plan these basic categories. 

the agricultural field, Gheorghiu-Dej gave the fol- 


Urzica (Bucharest), July 10, 1954. 


lowing figures: 2048 collective farms totalling 850,000 
hectares arable land (the half-yearly State Plan report 
published July 29, 1954, put the collective farm figure 
2045 with 750,000 hectares arable land) 2384 peas- 
ant partnerships for common tillage land covering 270,- 
000 hectares; 220 MTS; 25,000 conventional tractors. 

did his speech last year, Gheorghiu-Dej stated 
that agricultural development had lagged behind indus- 
trial development. This partly corrected new 
agricultural directives issued the Party Congress 
October 1954. These directives were published draft 
form few days after the “Liberation Day” speech. 
speaking the future agriculture Gheorghiu-Dej made 
public these figures from the draft directive: 


(in 1949-53 1954 1956-7 
4,530,000 8,880,000 10,500,000 
leguminous plants .... 97,000 172,000 206,000 
industrial crops ...... 1,700,000 
potatoes vegetables.. 3,190,000 4,949,000 5,640,000 


addition, the vineyard area increased from 
227,000 257,000 hectares, and the number fruit trees 
from million the next 2-3 years. The invest- 
ment for the development agriculture and livestock will 

The new agricultural directives, the speaker said, will 
stress the material gains possible farmers through sales 
their produce excess the compulsory delivery 
quotas. According Gheorghiu-Dej the total volume 
business handled the cooperative and State stores 
1951 was billion 1953 the figure reached bil- 
lion lei and total billion planned for 1954. 

The total national income has allegedly increased 
more than double that 1948, and the share this in- 
come derived from the “Socialist sector” increased al- 
most three-fourths the total. 


Gheorghiu-Dej spoke the social benefits which the 
Communist regime claims has brought the people, 
such fields education, free medical care, aid married 
and unmarried mothers, and workers’ housing. gave 
figures show that consumption vegetable foodstuffs 
had markedly increased since 1938. There was mention, 
however, the promises made last year’s speech con- 
cerning the abolition rationing price reductions. 
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Gheorghiu-Dej closed his speech with denunciation 
American rulers anc “aggressive circles,” and praise for 
“the camp Socialism and was careful, 
however, subscribe the possibility “the peaceful 
coexistence the two systems,” and advocate “economic 
and cultural ties between the peoples.” 


New Agricultural Directives 


The Romanian press published August the text 
the Central Committee’s draft directives for agricultural 
development, which will considered the Party Con- 
gress October (see the report Gheorghiu-Dej’s Lib- 
eration Day speech above). The aim the directives, 
was announced, was the “elimination the lag agri- 
culture relation the development industry” (Radio 
Bucharest, August 27). The draft establishes new set 
targets attained the next 2-3 years, and contains 
new agricultural laws increase production. The major 
effort will made toward expanding arable land areas 
reach million hectares the next two years. 
attempt will made increase land sown with grain 
from 6.9 million hectares 7.3 million 1956. 

There will decrease centralized control, and local 
People’s Councils will permitted set dates for sowing, 
harvesting and other work heretofore established the 
Ministry Agriculture. addition, individual farmers 
will longer told what crops plant, but will simply 
informed their delivery obligations, thus permitting 
them increase plantings those crops which will 
most profitable when amounts above the compulsory norms 
are sold. 

The directives indicate that the regime will continue the 
collectivization policy: “An overwhelmingly important 
place the draft directives held measures regarding 
the organizational and economic strengthening existing 
collective farms and joint tillage associations, including 
increase their (Radio Bucharest, August 
27). Nevertheless, the individual peasant, producer 
almost three-fourths the grain, will receive 
greater encouragement. 


Poland 


Radio Warsaw September gave the text reso- 
lution from the Council Ministers the development 
handicraft and repair facilities. According the reso- 
lution, the number metal and electrical workshops will 
increased 32,500 1955. Carpenters’ shops will 
increased 15,500, tailoring establishments 34,000, and 
shoemakers’ and saddlers’ shops 26,500. addition, 
such facilities laundries, watch-repair shops 
smiths will increased. Although the figures given for 
planned totals include both independent establishments 
and those operated the State handicraft coopera- 
tives, the government apparently expects most the in- 
crease take place the “Socialist sector.” Altogether, ac- 
cording Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), September these 
establishments all sectors are expected number 116,- 
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Title: According statistics, everything fine the Orion 
factory. 

Caption: returning this new radio. It’s good.” 
Service Manager—“If you want good one, ask for statistics 
from the factory.” 

Esti Budapest, August 17, 1954. 


400 the end this year, and 144,000 the end 
1955. 

The resolution also calls for better quality with fewer 
delays these services. Instructions are given for the 
recruitment new personnel, for material procurement, 
and improved distribution the service networks. Tax 
relief and credits are provided for handicraft cooperatives. 

regard the independent craftsmen, who operate 
approximately three-fourths the country’s service estab- 
lisments, Trybuna Ludu, September stated that, “In- 
dividual handicraft should increase its services and help 
considerable degree fulfill the needs the popula- 
tion the schooling facilities for new craftsmen inde- 
pendent establishments will extended and the re-entry 
into their trade those craftsmen who have left will 
encouraged individual craftsmen may use lower 
scale turnover and income tax than 1953.” 

During the drive for nationalization all crafts and in- 
dustries, the first years the Communist regime, the 
independent handicraft establishments were 
duced. 1937, according the Polish Statistical Year- 
book for 1939, there were 373,000 such workshops. Taking 
into account Poland’s decreased area, the present number 
service facilities represents decrease about per 
cent. 

According Nowe Drogi (Warsaw), August 1953, there 
were then 90,000 independent craftsmen. This article went 
say: 


“The People’s State gives proper care the individual 
craftsmen and creates for them conditions for useful ac- 
tivities. But there are some over-eager people who not 
understand that attitude, and who apply the individual 
craftsman inadmissible methods persecution, economic 
pressure and expulsion, These methods 
mous harm, especially the villages. There are also such 
over-eager people who, while creating large towns 
district one two handicraft cooperatives, try all 
costs bring into these cooperatives individual craftsmen. 
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They not understand that, for the craftsman who works 
for himself, the path the labor cooperative leads not 
through the mechanical liquidation his workshop, but 
must based the principle volition, showing the 
superiority collective production.” 


More than year later, September Trybuna Ludu 
had substantially the same complaint make against 
neglect and mistreatment independent craftsmen 
“local government representatives.” 

was the Ninth Plenum the Central Committee 
the Communist Party, October, 1953, the same Plenum 
that inaugurated the New Course, that called for marked 
expansion the network services. Point the 
Plenum Resolution, which dealt with this matter, was in- 
corporated verbatim into the Resolution the Second 
Party Congress March 1954. The publication the 
present Ministerial Resolution, after period six months, 
probably explained the fact that the half-year reports 
plan fulfillment showed that development was lagging 
behind this sector. 

The government apparently determined carry 
through considerable increase these services, ac- 
cordance with New Course emphasis increased satis- 
faction consumer needs. both September and 
Trybuna Ludu carried front-page editorials discussing the 
resolution, calling for its successful application, and de- 
scribing detail the serious lack these facilities large 
areas the country. 


Pay Increases for Miners 


September broadcast Radio Warsaw announced 
that the government has authorized wage increases for 
miners, and has modified the payment system increase 
incentive rewards for greater production (see article 
coal production difficulties, NBIC September 1954, 42). 
specific figures were given the amounts the raises, 
which came into effect August 1954. 

The major purpose the new pay scales cut down 
the very high labor turnover the mines. According 
article Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), March 18, 


labor turnover the coal industry still immensely 
enough point out that the total who were 


newly employed mining [in 1953], percent left, the 


lack interest the living conditions the 


The Radio Warsaw broadcast stated that, “The 


aims the creation conditions more favorable 
hitherto for workers who are entering mining. 


the past there has been much complaint among 


that insufficient rewards were given those who 


fulfilled and overfulfilled their production quotas. The 


new scale will apparently increase such rewards. 


Who 


The division peasants into three distinct social classes 
—small and medium farmers and the village rich 
crucial role Communist agricultural 
policies. Economically, this division the basis for grain 
deliveries and taxation. Politically, the classification 
used the regimes instrument discrimination, 


coercion and persecution against broad categories the 
rural population, but mainly against the so-called kulaks. 
These “rich” farmers were officially classed 
the working people” and, such, were either 
“fought” “contained.” But who are these 
term abuse, the concept has been used the Com- 
munists indiscriminately describe almost any peasant 
opposed regime policies. From time time, however, 
the Communists attempt approach the whole question 
“scientifically,” was done recently Poland the 1954 
edition Wies Liczbach (Warsaw). 

Until 1952, the Polish classification was simple: any 
peasant owning more than hectares land was auto- 
matically “kulak.” that time, according Wies 
Liczbach 1952, such holdings embraced percent 
the total, and there were then, therefore, about 140,000 
“kulaks” the country. the time the Ninth Plenum 
the Party’s Central Committee took place (in October 
1953), the number “kulaks” was officially given 
250,000. This change and increase reflects change and 
refinement criteria. Because the obvious fact that the 
size the land holding alone could not determine the eco- 
nomic social position peasant, other criteria such 
the number horses and cows and the value the ma- 
chinery his possession, all had taken into consid- 
eration. 


“enemies 


far the size land holdings concerned, the lat- 
est specifications (in hectares) are follows: 


Small Medium 
Region Peasant Peasant Kulak 


Wies Liczbach then describes the following manner 
other criteria used defining the kulak: 


“The size holdings not the only criterion for the 
evaluation the class allegiance its owner. According 
the Leninist method analysis social conditions 
the villages, holdings investigated the Institute Agra- 
rian Economics were divided into groups according to... 
size holdings; the possession productive resources 
such cows, horses, machines; labor relations such 
whether own labor, hired labor various kinds; outside 
earnings; the value total production; the value 
marketed production, etc.” 


This shows that classification intricate. Other explana- 
tions point the fact that the determination who be- 
longs what among the rural population purposely kept 
fluid and undefined. Referring the table given above, 
the publication comments that, “The established limits 
have significance the analysis mass phenomena, 
but order determine the class allegiance the indi- 
vidual peasant, inadmissable use mechanically the 
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The USSR’s use the Satellites furthering present Societ policy apparent both 
from official pronouncements the subject and from the marked increase Satellite 
activity the international sphere. the same time, there are indications that “inter- 
changes views” between Russia and the Satellites have been intensified syn- 


chronize the whole campaign. 


the case Poland, the Russian view was the July 1954 Kommunist (Moscow) 
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Polish delegations abroad August 15-September included: 


Delegation from the Polish Academy 
Sciences departed for the Hague take 
part the Congress the Interna- 
national Scientific Radio Union. 

group athletes left for Berne take 
part the European championship field 
and track meet. 

Delegation from the Polish Academy 
Sciences went Copenhagen attend the 
Second International Congress Classical 
Studies. 

government delegation went Bucharest 
attend the tenth anniversary celebration 
Romania’s “liberation.” 

delegation from the Polish Academy 
Sciences left for Cambridge take part 
the Twenty-third International Congress 
Orientalists. 

Polish medical group consisting 250 
persons arrived Korea. 

14-member miner’s delegation departed 
for Soviet Russia fhe invitation the 
Executive Headquarters the USSR 
Miners’ Union. 

Polish Academy Sciences delegation 
left for East Berlin the invitation the 
German Academy Agricultural Sciences. 
ported visiting the USSR. 

delegation from the Polish Academy 
Sciences left for Amsterdam attend the 
International Congress Mathematicians. 
Polish delegation departed for Belgium 
attend meetings the International 
Committee Railway Transportation. 

Polish delegation attended the Third In- 
ternational Congress for the Fight against 
Infantile Paralysis Rome. 

Polish delegation attended the Sofia cele- 
brations for the tenth anniversary Bul- 
garia’s “liberation.” 


From Pole Pole 


The Polish People’s Republic plays ever important role international 
relations and important factor European and world security. Without the par- 
ticipation Poland, one the chief European countries, and without considering the 
basic interests the Polish nation, would impossible solve successfully many timely 
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September delegation the “Union Warriors for 
Freedom and Democracy” left for East Ber- 
lin attend ceremonies for the “Interna- 

tional Day the Battle with Fascism.” 

Foreign Delegations Poland within the same period 
included the following: 
August Five young miners arrived from France cent 

the invitation the Executive Committee 
the Polish Youth Association. 
August group trade-unionists from elect 
and Finland arrived Warsaw. and 
August the invitation the Central Council 
Polish Trade Unions 
unionists visited Poland from July 
August 16. 
August group doctors and nurses from 
Czechoslovakia visited Poland. 
August About young workers and students from 
Belgium, Denmark, Finland, Norway 
Sweden were reported have left 
after having attended the 
Youth Camp organized Krynica 
Executive Committee the Polish 
Association. 
August 14-member delegation French from 
“Committee for Cultural 
Abroad.” 
August About trade unionists from Scandanavia 
attended the farm exhibition Lublin. 
September group British Labor MP’S visited Pol- 
and the invitation the Committee 
Cultural Cooperation Abroad. 
from Moscow, visited Warsaw for two 
September delegation Soviet railroad workers took 
part Railroad Workers’ Day 
Warsaw. 


area limits. More concretely, pointed out that 
almost anybody could termed “kulak” terms 
amount land his possession: “Let’s take ex- 
ample the Central-Western region, where the middle peas- 
ant holding starts hectares. Among the four- hec- 
tare holdings this region, there could even kulaks.” 
This freedom interpretation was also stressed Jerzy 
Tepicht, member the Central Committee and Di- 
rector the influential Institute for Agrarian Economics, 
who wrote article the subject Zagadnienia Ekono- 
miki Rolnej (Warsaw), Nos. 3-4, 1953. Tepicht asserted 
that should always borne mind that there are four 
main types kulaks: the “obvious,” the “unnoticed,” the 
“sabotaging,” and the “favored.” The latter three, said, 
disguise themselves middle peasants and are very difficult 
root out. implied further that the statistical criteria 
were not adequate for these types. short, the latest 
“definitions” add little what had been said before, and 
individual farmers captive countries therefore still 
not know the answer the question: “Who kulak?” 


Hungary 


Two attempts the regime broaden the base its 
popular support, and decrease somewhat the rigidity 
centralized State control, have been announced for this 
Fall. October 23-24 national convention will held 
organize the “Patriotic People’s Front.” addition, 
elections for local councils will held November 28, 
and legislation has been proposed change the operations 
and powers these councils. 


Patriotic People's Front 


The intended formation the People’s Front” 
was announced Prime Minister Imre Nagy the Third 
Party Congress May. will replace the moribund 
“Independent People’s Front” established 1949, the 
activities which were largely restricted choosing can- 
didates for elections. Although this will one the 
tasks the new Front, will also, successful, represent 
broad link conveyor belt between the masses and the 
State, permitting “persuasion” and edict come down 
from above, and perhaps some degree critical influence 
from below. stated Tarsadalmi Szemle (Budapest), 
June 1954, the new policy getting behind the 
people’s democracy those groups which have far stayed 
aloof, were indifferent downright suspicious the 
regime people’s democracy. The People’s Front 
considerably increase the extent which the people, 
all workers from every social stratum, will participate 

the management and advancement our country’s politi- 
e 
cal, economical and cultural affairs.” 

That this clearly seen shift policy apparent 
from Nagy’s remarks the Third Party Congress reported 
Szabad Nep May 29: 


rom 


days. 


“The resolution our Party’s Central Committee 


last June points out the mistakes committed the general 
the Party. More and more recent 
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Title: “Collective” Leadership. 
Caption: “Now and discuss the problem with the collective 


membership, then come back and shall tell you what 
have decided.” 


Urzica (Bucharest), July 10, 1954. 


the work win the working classes and the broad masses 
has been pushed into the background and its place taken 
administrative methods. one the biggest tasks 
facing our Party increase the power the People’s 
Democratic States and its mass influence and respect 
every direction.” 


The declared aim win increased consent and ap- 
proval from the masses, rather than transfer them any 
real share political power. Even this, however, repre- 
sents loosening centralization and movement away 
from the policy complete administrative diktat. 

The “Patriotic People’s Front” will presumably embrace 
all the Communist mass organizations, along the lines 
the former Front which, according Szabad Nep, May 
30: all mass organizations, from the trade unions 
the peasant reading circles, are cooperating under the 
leadership the Party.” The new Front, however, will 
cater broader social spectrum than the worker- 
peasant alliance previously stressed. Nagy said his 
Party Congress report, “Intellectual, petty-bourgeois and 
non-proletarian strata have part the building So- 
cialism and are active participants even the slightest 
possibilities must utilized order win over mass 
allies, whether they are temporary, undecided, uncer- 
tain unreliable.” 

The new Front will organized from the village level 
up, providing for network discussion groups which 
regime policy can explained and justified, and through 
which the government can more accurately ascertain the 
temper the people. the upper levels, the Front will 
have contact with the Presidium, the highest State body. 

The importance the regime attaches the new Front 
indicated Szabad Nep editorial September 12: 


4 
SN 
tee 
vay 
de- 


* 


“It was great mistake that, the course recent 
years, the People’s Front was pushed into the background 
and could not develop into real national movement. 
The People’s Front policy the only correct policy which 
can help the development our Party and nation, the 
development our entire system.” 


Nevertheless, the regime recognizes the danger inherent 
creating organization which possesses the potential 
crystallizing and embodying mass opposition Party 
control. The example Yugoslavia, where the National 
Front part replaced the Party the supreme source 
political power, must always present the minds 
Party leaders. The regime’s answer this danger 
increase the effectiveness and militancy the hard core 
the Party membership. Tarsadalmi Szemle, June 
1954, stated, “Through the agencies the People’s Front 
will now endeavor draw all the democratic forces 
into State life. This change means that the Communists 
must take firmer and more united stand which turn 
means stricter discipline and also firmer unity action 
and will.” 


New Council Bill 


was the Preparatory Commission the “Patriotic 
People’s Front”, which included Matyas Rakosi, First Sec- 
retary the Communist Party, that drafted the new law 
regulating the activities local councils. This draft was 
published the August issue Szabad Nep. 

The ostensible purpose the new laws increase 
the independence and authority local sources gov- 
ernment, some degree freeing them from rigid State 
control. The same article Tarsadalmi Szemle, June 
1954, that discussed the new Front, also stated that: 


“Development the councils [has been] hampered 
the fact that council democracy was frequently restricted 
even violated. Another factor hampering the develop- 
ment the councils was the fact that several instances 
the Party organizations, instead guiding the councils, 
suppressed their independence and performed—or rather 
tried perform—the council’s tasks themselves.” 


Comparison the new laws with the former Council 
regulations (effective May 18, 1950) indicates that cer- 
tain respects greater powers will given local authori- 
ties. financial matters the Executive Committee local 
Councils will permitted increased discretion over the 
use their funds decree published the August 
issue Szabad Nep somewhat extends these powers). The 
Executive Committees will given more power in- 
vestigate complaints, and they will permitted coordi- 
nate the work administrative agencies under their 
jurisdiction. 

The councils themselves may now submit superior 
State agencies proposals concerning matters national 
interest; they may discuss the activities economic and 
other agencies not under their jurisdiction, may establish 
administrative agencies (on the basis resolutions adopted 
the Council Ministers), and may make suggestions 
concerning national defense. 


Whatever increased executive powers are offered the 
new law are reserved for the Executive Committee the 
local councils, and the councils themselves are given little 
more than the right discuss and advise, although 
broader scope than before. the same time, the new 
law strengthens central government control over the mem- 
bers the Executive Committees. The chairman, deputy 
chairman and secretaries the Executive Committees may 
elected only with the approval the Council Min- 
isters, which will also have power suspend them and 
recommend their removal. 

The local council itself has chairman, the Executive 
Committee chairman conducts council meetings, and the 
council agenda prepared the Executive Committee, 
and through these devices that the regime will seek 
control the councils. 

Probably the most “liberal” provision the new regu- 
lations that council members will elected from local 
candidates instead from nationwide slate previously. 
Men who are familiar with local problems, and who are 
known their electors, will doubtless increase the operat- 
ing efficiency the councils. 

There are approximately 220,000 council members and 
alternates. the past, percent these have been 
Party members, and probably this proportion will remain 
unchanged since the Communists are not likely find 
more than that percentage regime reliables. 

The regime doing everything its power excite 
interest and debate the proposed new council regula- 
tions, and the coming elections. This matter closely 
related the “Patriotic People’s Front”. Both measures 
represent Party attempt widen the extent public 
support and satisfy public desire for the decentraliza- 
tion power, while carefully attempting preserve the 
essentials State dominance and “democratic centralism.” 


Kolkhoz Manpower Shortage 


Continuing its attempts rebuild kolkhozes after the 
great defections last year, the regime has issued decree, 
published Magyar Kozlony (Budapest), September 
offering inducements former kolkhoz members rejoin 
collective farms. The decree remits for one year payment 
debts, taxes and delivery arrears owed the State 


the farmer the time his departure from the 


If, the end the year, the farmer still kolkhoz 
member, these obligations, with the exception poultry 
and egg deliveries, will completely cancelled. The 
decree also suggests kolkhozes that debts owed them 
returning peasants (when farmer left kolkhoz was 
assigned pro rata share its debts) similarly sus- 
pended and, after year, cancelled. 

This decree one number recent measures at- 
tempting remedy the severe manpower shortage col- 
lective farms and generally bolster this lagging sector. 
The long range cause the current manpower 
was the previous over-emphasis industrial expansion 
the expense agriculture, dislocation that the New 
Course attempting rectify. Istvan Dobri, Chairman 
the Presidium and also Chairman the Kolkhoz 
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cil, wrote Szabad Nep (Budapest), September 17: 

recent years many people left [agriculture] for indus- 
try. Now the development agriculture and the im- 
provement the manpower situation the kolkhozes 
require that many people should return from industry 
agriculture, particularly the kolkhozes. Members 
kolkhozes and their leaders should, their own inter- 
est, ask managers factories and enterprises release 
their former members now employed industry. Kolk- 
hoz members should approach, either letter person- 
ally, former members their kolkhoz and induce them 
return. Members and leaders kolkhozes should 
give hearty welcome the returning members and 
should give them from their own stocks the necessary 
bread grain and cash amounts advance. 


The immediate cause the kolkhoz manpower shortage 
the fact that during 1953 kolkhozes lost approximately 
per cent their membership through withdrawals, 
while only per cent the kolkhoz land area was re- 
turned departing members. 

rationalizing production processes and management 
methods, well cutting down the pace indus- 
trialization, the regime hopes free large numbers 
workers for agriculture. There evidence that numbers 
these workers are reluctant return the rural life 
they left few years ago. 

The regime not only encountering difficulty per- 
suading people return the collective farms, however, 
but also convincing collective farmers accept either 
former members factory workers. the first case, 
kolkhoz members who did not defect apparently feel con- 
siderable resentment against those who did. article 
Szabad Nep, August 31, tells how peasant who left 
his kolkhoz repented and tried return. But the kolkhoz 
brigade leader, and proud”, tells him, “You would 
like join, again, would you? Well, that’s how goes. 
But you can’t stroll and out the kolkhoz. Think the 
matter over, think about for another couple years. 
This matter that has thought over. And anyway, 
there are enough present.” But the fact that 
there are not enough them present, and the Com- 
munist press full exhortations kolkhoz members 
and leaders receive returning peasants with hearty 
welcome.” 

for the factory workers whe join the kolkhozes, they 
too seem coldly welcomed. Doubtless this partially 
the result the peasant’s suspicion the man who has 
lived the city. also stems from the farmers’ belief 
that these recruits are being sent propagandists and 
State agents. Since such farm-bound factory workers are 
often picked, reliable Communists who have been given 
special three week political training course, addition 
three weeks agricultural instruction, this feeling 
probably justified. 

Despite the necessity the regime feels for adding the 
kolkhoz labor supply and bolstering agriculture, does 
not intend use former methods force and brutality. 

keynote the present approach that peasants 
must convinced. article Szabad Nep, August 
that the course expanding the kolkhozes 
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Caption: Gizike, please don’t let anyone for the next half 
hour: want some rasping. 


Ludas Matyi (Budapest), December 17, 1953. 


must never overlook the principle voluntariness. 
Only those working peasants who have been convinced 
the superiority collective farming prior their join- 
ing are real assets the kolkhoz.” (Italics original.) 


Bulgaria 


accordance with the recent policy emphasis 
housing construction (see NBIC, May 1954, 54), 
Council Ministers’ decree has been issued improve- 
ments the quality construction and construction 
materials. published Zemedelsko Zname (Sofia), 
August 12, the decree was issued “In order remove 
rapidly and decisively the weaknesses and shortcomings 
existing the production building materials, the in- 
stallation equipment, and project planning.” 

Among the clauses the decree one which instructs 
the Minister Communal Economy and Public Works 
punish any officials the Ministry listed State 
enterprises for construction materials “who have allowed 
poor quality production building materials.” This 
probably the first time that such stern measures have been 
called for regard housing construction, and indicates 
the seriousness the regime’s intention improve the 
present poor conditions, which were until recently largely 
ignored the stress capital goods production. 

Many complaints poor quality construction and 
production failures building material enterprises have 
recently been published the Bulgarian press. 


Compulsory Savings Decree 


the Presidium (Sofia) July 10, makes certain changes 
the compulsory savings plan which all workers must 


subscribe minimum approximately percent their 
salaries. 
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The plan was estaolished the beginning 1951, and 
until last year workers were not permitted withdraw 
any amount from the sum collected until the expira- 
tion term either five ten years (the worker was 
given the choice terms, well the right save 
greater monthly percentage than the minimum). 1953, 
decree, published the Presidium, October 
30, modified this plan several ways. was provided 
that henceforth sums could withdrawn heirs the 
case death the depositor, the depositor case 
retirement incapacitating illness. Money could also 
taken out special expenses were incurred through illness 
the depositor’s dependents, and for the payment old 
debts the Bulgarian National Bank Investment Bank. 

The recent decree liberalizes these 
Money may now withdrawn for the payment all 
Bank debts, not only old ones, and also for payments 
the State Insurance Institute and State Enterprises, and 
for taxes which were due before January 1953. Per- 
mission for withdrawal, which previously could ob- 
tained only from the President the State Savings Bank, 
can now given persons “authorized the President.” 


Chervenkov Speech 


September the eve the tenth anniversary Bul- 
garia’s “liberation” the Soviet Army, Premier Vulko 
Chervenkov delivered his customary speech the nation. 
Following last year’s New Course address, Chervenkov 
stated that “victory for the new Socialist regime unthink- 
able without simultaneous, decisive improvement the 
life the working people.” Unlike last year, however, this 
year the Premier made new promises about regime con- 
cessions raise the living standard and quoted fewer ac- 
tual figures economic gains. the main, his report 
domestic affairs placed emphasis the importance hard 
work, particularly the agricultural sector. With regard 
foreign policy, Chervenkov reasserted his government’s 
desire improve relations with Bulgaria’s Balkan neighbors 
and toed the Kremlin line supporting the “collective se- 
curity” proposals the only means safeguarding peace. 

Significantly, Chervenkov admitted that one the chief 
reasons his government wanted peace was consolidate its 
internal position. “There nothing,” said, “that Bul- 
garia wants more than peace, because its neck 
building. wants not merely normal but good relations 
with all its neighbors, without exception. does not strive 
towards anything much tranquillity and peace the 
Balkans and Europe, that may insure itself happy 
and prosperous life the road Socialism.” (Radio 
Sofia, September 8.) the past year, Chervenkov’s 
government has made persistent attempts destroy the 
Balkan alliance and lessen external pressure Bulgaria’s 
borders making friendly overtures Greece, Turkey 
and Yugoslavia. his anniversary speech, Chervenkov 
said that this policy would pursued the future and 
that negotiations had proceeded satisfactorily far. 

Stating that peace and better life were Bulgaria’s chief 
aims, Chervenkov turned discussion domestic affairs. 


said that order for workers have more food and 
consumer goods—more bread, butter, meat, cotton, wool, 
sugar, vegetables and fruit—farm production would have 
sharply increased. Present yields grain and indus- 
trial crops, said, were entirely unsatisfactory, and live- 
stock production was poor. stressing farm shortcomings, 
Chervenkov pointed the fact that Bulgaria was small 
country with limited arable land. Therefore, said, “we 
must find the types crops for which the soil suited and 
the most appropriate [regional division] crops with 
view obtaining maximum yields from given unit 
land. These yields will two, three more times greater 
than the present one.” Chervenkov’s statement about Bul- 
garia’s limited arable land significant view the fact 
that many Iron Curtain countries have suffered serious 
shrinkages” recent years. This has been due partly 
the fact that under the Communists’ heavy industrializa- 
tion program agriculture was neglected and large propor- 
tion rural manpower was shifted the cities. This loss 
arable land undoubtedly has contributed food short- 
ages Bulgaria, and despite Chervenkov’s instruction 
about planting, there probably will not enough food 
meet consumer demand for some time come. 

addition underscoring farm shortcomings, Cher- 
venkov listed the nation’s tasks industry. “The people’s 
welfare,” said “depends the growth production, 
the maximum increase labor productivity, better quality 
and more diversity goods, continuous lowering pro- 
duction costs, fulfillment production plans 
constant improvement commercial and supply or- 
ganizations, and the constant perfecting organization 
and management general. Make your own bed and lie 
it. must not forget this wisdom the people.” 

Although Chervenkov summed regime achievements 
the last ten years, gave actual figures recent 
production increases. said that under the Communist 
regime, the country had developed the chemical, electric 
and machine building industries well ore mining, ship 
building and production ferrous and non-ferrous metals 
and cellulose. The Premier claimed that 1953 total in- 
dustrial production was nearly five times greater than 
1939 and that consumer goods production had increased 
nearly four times over 1939. also stated that the coun- 
try’s production coal the last years “equiva- 
lent all the coal produced under bourgeois rule,” and 
that 1953 alone the amount electricity produced was 
greater than the amount produced from 1930 1939. 
Despite these alleged achievements, clear that the 
regime needs, among other things, cut down production 
costs, improve the quality coal mined, increase 
consumer goods production and strengthen the economy 
all fronts. Chervenkov implied this when stated: 
“The task outlined the Sixth Congress the Party— 
increase sharply short time the material and cul- 
tural welfare the people—has been taken all 
the people. Now its successful implementation their main 
task.” 
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Marxism and Anarchism 1850-1890, 
Cole (St. Martin’s Press: 
$6.00). This the second volume 
Cole’s “History Socialist Thought.” 
traces the development socialism 
from the defeat the revolutions 
1848 the establishment the Marxist 
Social Democratic Parties the end 
the century. The varied socialist and 
anarchist movements Europe, Britain 
and America are described detail. 
The struggle for control between Marx 
and Bakunin and their followers the 
central theme this period “the birth 
pangs socialism.” Eighteen-page bibli- 
ography. 


The Price Freedom: Greece World 
Affairs 1939-1953, Dimitrios 
Kousoulas (Syracuse: $4.00). 
Greece the center, this study traces 
the political, military, and diplomatic 
events the Balkans from the occupa- 
tion Albania Italy the entrance 
Greece and Turkey into NATO. The 
main themes the story are Fascist and 
Nazi aggression, Communist intrigues 
Greece during the 
Communist strategy for penetration 
the Balkans and the Middle East, and 
Allied policies throughout the struggle. 
The author, who was Greece during 
most the period, interprets the lesson 
for the West: hesitancy and disunity 
the face totalitarianism invite dis- 
aster; “strength the only quality the 
Communists understand and respect.” 


Harvard Studies, II. 
edited Horace Lunt (Harvard: 
$6.00). This symposium the second 
new series intended present impor- 
tant material Slavic letters and intel- 
lectual history “which cannot studied 
objectively behind the Iron Curtain.” 
Twenty scholarly articles range widely 
through the cultural history the Slavic- 
speaking peoples, from early Moravian 
ligion and modern Czech criticism. 


Soviet National Income and Preduct 
1940-48, Abram Bergson and Hans 
Heymann, Jr. (Columbia: $5.00). com- 
pilation national economic accounts, 
mainly from Soviet sources, for the years 
1940, 1944 and 1948, including com- 
parisons with 1937, Data are given both 
terms prevailing prices and Ad- 


Recent and Related 


justed Factor Cost. The result de- 
tailed picture the Soviet economy 
during periods mobilization, war and 
reconstruction, Analysis the 
provides insight into the scope the 
budget. sources finance. price forma- 
tion, tax burden, and the allocation 
resources. 


The Fall Titan, Igor Gouzenko 
(Norton: $4.50). Written the former 
Soviet code clerk who chose freedom 
Canada, this novel traces the gradual de- 
struction man great talent—a 
man who might have occupied the posi- 
tion Maxim Gorki—by the inhu- 
manity Soviet totalitarianism. This 
not only criticism Soviet politics, 
but intensely moving story that cuts 
across the whole fabric Soviet life. 


Following list studies published 
the Mid-European Studies Center 
the Free Europe Committee, West 57th 
Street, New York, and available 
upon request: 

MESC Mimeographed Series, 10¢ each: 
Roads, Waterways and Seaports Cap- 
garian Agricultural Producers’ Coopera- 
Romanian Oil Industry 1947, 
Constantin Jordan. Polish Fuel and 
Power the Soviet Economic Sphere, 
Stanislaw Gryziewicz. The Com- 
munization the Romanian Oil Indus- 
try, Constantin Jordan. The Iron 
and Steel Industry Yugoslavia 1939- 
1953, Ivan Avsenek. The Myth 
Satellite Sovereignty, Aleksander 
Workers Captive Europe. Com- 
munist Use the Franchisé Hun- 
gary, Sandor Brunauer. Polish 
Public Administration Before World 
Libraries Communist Poland, Ja- 
nina Wojcicka. Coal Production 
Czechoslovakia, Ladislay Stepan. 

Agricultural Output Czechoslovakia, 
Systems Hungarian Agriculture, 
Kornel Bernatsky. The Economic 
Importance Forced Labor Eastern 
Europe, Richard Carlton. 
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Tue Free Evrope was founded 1949 group 
private American citizens who joined together for direct action aimed 
the eventual liberation the peoples the Iron Curtain countries. With 
the help endowments and public contributions the Crusade for 
Freedom, the Committee has set up, among other activities, Radio Free 
Europe. The efforts are focused the captive countries 
Central and Eastern Europe. these efforts the Committee counts among 
its active allies the democratic leaders—scholars, journalists, political and 
economic experts, and men letters—who have escaped from the Com- 
munist enslavement their native lands. 
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